
A WARNING TO THE UNRULY 
Saturday, September 4 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-12 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:6  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle  
and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.  

 

Paul has mentioned his prayers for the Thessalonian church ten times in his two letters. Now he once again 
asks them to join him in this work of prayer (3:1-5; see also 1 Thess. 5:25). He asks that they pray for the 
power of God’s Word to spread to other peoples and cities just as it had among them. He also wants them to 
pray for their protection from “wicked and evil people.” Everywhere the gospel went it was attacked by those 
who refused to believe. Sometimes false believers infiltrated the church assembly itself and attacked from the 
inside! But no matter how faithless the enemies of the gospel might be, God remains faithful. God’s Word will 
accomplish God’s will (see Isaiah 55:11). And God would protect the missionaries and the Thessalonian 
believers from Satan and help them live for Christ and show His love and patience to others. 
 
We sometimes hear the phrase, “Prayer changes things!” However, Paul’s prayer was that “the Lord may 
direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance” (3:5). It would be better to say that prayer does 
not change THINGS as much as prayer changes US! Prayer is God’s way of aligning our hearts and will to His. 
Our prayer should always be for God’s will to be done in our lives. 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5 says nothing about 
God changing, but focuses on how God is changing us! Do you pray for God’s power and protection on your 
church? Your pastor? Do you pray for the spread of the gospel in your community and around the world? Does 
your prayer life conform your heart to God’s heart?  
 
Paul now turns to the issue that has plagued the church since it began. The issue of unruly people in the 
church had gotten worse! (see 1 Thess. 4:11-12; 5:14). When Paul talks about “idle” people he is not talking to 
people who cannot work or who are having no success in finding work. Nor is he talking to the family that is 
struggling to make ends meet. He is talking to people who simply refuse to work. Instead these people were 
‘mooching’ off the kindness of others in the church and spending their ‘free time’ meddling in other people’s 
business. They were ignoring what Paul had taught through his words and example (3:6-10). Those who are 
not busy with work will become busybodies!  
 
Paul’s command to these unruly believers carries the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were to settle 
down and stop meddling in the lives of others. They needed to get a job and earn their food so they could 
become a blessing instead of a burden to others. Paul warns the faithful believers to “keep away” from those 
disruptive Christians who refuse to change their ways.  
 
For those who are looking but cannot find work, the church should be a source of support and help. But we 
should not support a lazy unruly attitude that refuses to support themselves. The Bible tells us that God 
established work for our good. It helps give fulfillment and meaning to our lives (Proverbs 12:14; 14:23) and it 
gives us the means to help others (Ephesians 4:28). Do you honor God in your work? 


