
REVELATION: DING DONG! THE WICKED SNAKE IS GONE! 

Tuesday, September 3 

Reading: Revelation 20:1-15 
 

Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where  

the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
 

In the movie ‘The Wizard of Oz’, Dorothy’s arrival in Oz is the cause of much celebration. She 

is hailed a savior by the Munchkins because her house has landed on the Wicked Witch of the 

East killing her. The residents of Munchkinland jubilantly sing “Ding dong! the Wicked Witch is 

dead.” Of course, their celebration is interrupted when the Wicked Witch of the West appears in 

a puff of green smoke and threatens revenge against Dorothy (“and your little dog too”). 

 

After His total defeat at Armageddon, Satan will be bound and cast into the Abyss for 1000 

years. During these years, Christ will physically reign from Jerusalem, administering true justice 

leading to real peace for the first time since creation. Revelation does not give us much detail 

about this thousand year reign of Messiah because the Old Testament is full of descriptions of 

this remarkable time (cf. Jeremiah 33:14-17; Micah 4:1-4; Isaiah 11:1-10; 35:1-7; 55:12-13 

65:19-25; Zephaniah 3:14-17). 

 

What is astounding is that after the 1000 years Satan is released from his prison and is once again 

free to deceive the nations. AND THEY FOLLOW HIM!  Even after 1000 years of perfect peace 

and perfect justice with Christ visibly present on earth, humanity still chooses to side with Satan 

and rebel against God. What a statement about the awful sinfulness of mankind! This final 

rebellion is quickly squashed and Satan is finally thrown into his eternal home - the lake of fire - 

where he will spend eternity in torment. Then all of creation can finally sing “Ding Dong! The 

Wicked Snake is gone!” 

 

With Satan gone, Christ destroys the present heavens and earth that have been corrupted by sin 

(19:11; 2 Peter 3:1-13). What follows is the Great White Throne judgment. Only unbelievers will 

stand in this judgment. The “books” probably are a record of their lives, showing their deeds and 

the motives behind them. They may also reveal every witness to God and His love that they 

ignored or rejected. “The Book of Life” contains the names of all those who have been saved 

through faith in Christ. These unbelievers are doomed “because [they have] not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18).  They now join Satan in the lake of fire. 

 

LESSON: “The Devil was Thrown into the Lake of Burning Sulfer.” This chapter dispels several 

false beliefs about Satan. Some picture God and Satan in a conflict where they are about equals. 

Notice that it only takes one angel to bind Satan. He is a fallen angel and can never have power 

over God or thwart His will. Second, Satan does not rule in hell as it is so often pictured. Satan 

has never been to hell and he is not looking forward to going there. It was created as His place of 

punishment (Matthew 25:41). Satan is a defeated foe because of the cross. Jesus came “that He 

might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). Faith in Christ frees us from the power of sin 

and Satan. “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” 

(James 4:7). 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 7-9; Philippians 3 


