
JOHN 12-21: A CRACK IN THE ROCK 

Thursday, September 3 

Reading: John 18 
 

John 18:25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him,  
“You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 26  One of the high  
priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see  
you with him in the garden?” 27  Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

 

Jesus had nicknamed Simon “the Rock” (that is what the name Peter means) not because Peter 

was so rock-like at the time but because Jesus saw what Peter could become if he allowed the 

Holy Spirit to control his life. However, Peter often did not live up to these expectations.  

 

Peter had the best of intentions in following Jesus after the arrest, but it was probably not the 

smartest idea. Jesus had already told him that he would deny his Lord three times. Now Peter is 

putting himself in a situation that tempted him to do just that!  Peter had already started down 

this path in the garden. While Jesus asked him and the others to pray, they instead fall asleep 

(Mark 14:32-41). Perhaps if they had spent time in prayer as Jesus had asked they would not 

have been so despondent and unbelieving after His death. They had not prepared spiritually for 

what lay ahead. When Jesus was arrested, it was Peter who swings the sword that cuts off the 

servant’s ear - yet another example of Peter not understanding God’s plan. 

 

On trial for His life, Jesus stands boldly before His enemies. Meanwhile, Peter fails his test out in 

the courtyard.  Peter’s life does not appear to be in danger. The apostle John (“another disciple”) 

was known to the high priest and the servant girl at the gate knows that he is a follower of Jesus 

(notice her question to Peter “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?”) And John 

does not deny Jesus. But instead of being the rock Jesus had called Him to be (John 1:42), Peter 

crumbles under the questions of a servant girl and a few minions around the fire. 

 

Luke tells us that after his third denial the rooster crowed and Peter turned to look directly into 

the eyes of Jesus. This look broke Peter’s heart and he went outside and wept bitter tears of 

repentance (Luke 22:60-62). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Peter and Judas both betrayed Jesus. The difference is that while Judas’ guilty conscience 

drove him to suicide (Matt. 27:1-5), that look into Jesus’ eyes broke Peter’s heart in 

repentance. I believe that look confirmed to Peter, “I know what you’ve done and I still love 

you and forgive you.” Where do we look when we have failed the Savior? Do we accept His 

love and forgiveness or do we continue to wallow in our guilt and despair?  

 

2. From Peter we learn the total futility of trusting in our own strength. Peter was sure he was 

strong enough to die for Christ (13:37), but in the end his stated courage turned to 

whimpering cowardice. Before we get upset with Peter, let’s remember that we all are prone 

to deny the Lord. Whether out of fear or indifference, every time we refuse to share Christ 

when God brings an opportunity across our path we are in a sense denying the Lord. But 

Jesus’ loving and forgiving look is still there for us today. Jesus is in the business of turning 

failures into victories.  Like Peter, we can repent of our sin and be restored.   
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Timothy 3 


