
STAND FIRM 

Friday, September 3 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:14  He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 15  So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed  
on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

 

Because Satan is alive and active in our world today, believers need to stand fast in their faith. 

The Apostle John would later echo Paul’s words and remind us that “the One who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:3-4). There are three things we must 

remember in order to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

 

REMEMBER GOD’S CALL (2:13-14) – As he had done several times before, Paul thanks God 

for the faithful Thessalonian believers. Our salvation ultimately has three stages that Paul refers 

to here: (1) Justification – “chosen you as firstfruits to be saved.” At the moment of salvation we 

are declared righteous because of the blood of Christ. It is a great comfort to remember that God 

chose us before the foundation of the world to be His children (see Ephesians 1:4-6).  

(2) Sanctification – “through the sanctifying work of the Sprit.” When a person accepts Christ as 

Savior the Holy Spirit goes to work. This is a lifelong process as day-by-day the Spirit 

transforms us into the image of Christ. (3) Glorification – “you might share in the glory of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” The wonderful promise of the gospel is that one day believers will be with 

Christ and share in His glory forever. The work of holiness begun at the moment of salvation and 

continued by the work of the Spirt in our hearts will be completed when we reach our eternal 

home (Philippians 1:6; 3:20-21; Romans 8:29-30). 

 

REMEMBER GOD’S WORD (2:15) – In light of God’s call, we are to stand firm in what we 

know is true. For these early Christians, “the teachings” referred to the Old Testament and the 

words passed down from Jesus to His apostles to the church leaders. God’s truth was found in 

the preaching of the apostles and the letters they wrote. Today all these teachings are available to 

us in God’s Word - the Bible. We must hold tightly to the truth of God’s Word and reject any 

human tradition or teaching that contradicts it. Unlike the unbelievers in the last days who did 

not “love the truth” (2:10), we are to “believe in the truth” (2:13). 

 

REMEMBER GOD’S WORK (2:16-17) – Paul closes with a prayer that focuses on three things 

God the Father and Jesus Christ has done in our lives: (1) He Loves Us – It is incredible to 

understand that the God of the universe loves us so much that He came and died so that we might 

spend eternity with Him. (2) He Encourages Us – God’s love brings us comfort especially during 

the trials of life. Though we will suffer, we can be encouraged that God is in control and that His 

love will bring us through. It enables us to serve Him “in every good deed and word.” (3) He 

Gives Us Hope – This hope is the promise of eternal life in the presence of the Lord. This is why 

we can live the truth. 
 

“Christians are in constant danger of being swept downstream by the currents of an ungodly culture. They are 

also prone to let the truths they know and the relationship they enjoy with God grow cold. They need to 

vigorously hold to what they have been taught…[we are] in danger of slipping backward in [our] Christian 

experience because of the pressures of trials and the daily negative influences of the world, the flesh, and the 

devil.” 
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1
  Mike Stallard, The Books of First and Second Thessalonians: Looking for Christ’s Return (20th Century Biblical 

Commentary series), p. 188) 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Isaiah 13-16; Colossians 2 


