
1 CORINTIANS: SWEEPING SIN UNDER THE RUG 

Wednesday, September 30 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 5-6 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19  Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,  

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20  you were bought at a price. Therefore  

honor God with your bodies. 
 

NFL Hall of Famer Fran Tarkenton got it right when he said, “Ignoring facts does not make them 

go away.” 
1
 This is exactly what the church at Corinth was doing. The city of Corinth was known 

for its sexual laxity in the ancient world. But the sin going on in the Corinthian church was 

something even this sexually liberal Roman society frowned on. There was a man in the church 

who was having an affair with his own stepmother! (5:1). However, instead of dealing with this 

man and practicing church discipline, the church was simply ignoring it and allowing the man to 

remain in good standing in the congregation. To make matters worse, instead of grieving, they 

were actually proud of the leniency and “grace” shown to this man. Paul declares God’s 

judgment and condemns the church’s lax attitude toward sin in their midst. (5:2-8). He instructs 

them not to associate with anyone who claims to be a Christian and yet lives like the world (5:9-

13). 

 

Like many Christians today, the Corinthians had fallen into the lie that their faith had little 

bearing on everyday life. They didn’t look to church to settle their disputes with one another. 

They went to the pagan courts! (6:1-11). They saw no problem in satisfying their desires anytime 

and with anyone they pleased (6:13-18). Their motto was “I have the right to do anything” 

(6:12)! They would say that Christianity was a belief system but not a rule for living. 

 

Paul’s answer to them is that when a so-called believer lives like the world they are                  

(1) presenting a poor testimony to the lost (6:1), (2) failing to live up to their position in Christ 

(6:2-6), and (3) have already lost the battle before they even begin (6:7-8). He closes this passage 

with the reminder that Christians are “the temple of the Holy Spirit” (6:19-20). The temple was 

the place where God dwelt and must be kept holy and pure. Believers should also remember that 

we belong to Christ. He bought us with His blood and thus everything we do, say, and think 

should be for the glory of God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Showing grace does not mean ignoring sin or “sweeping it under the rug” in hopes that it will 

go away. Sometimes the most loving thing a Christian can do is confront their brother or 

sister who is allowing sin to corrupt their testimony and derail their walk with God. Jesus 

gave the procedure for handling sin in the church in Matthew 18. There are three important 

reasons for dealing with sin in a believer’s life head on: (1) To bring repentance to the sinner, 

(2) To remove the stain from the church body, (3) To honor the name of Christ. 

 

2. We cannot separate our spiritual life from our physical life. What we do with our bodies has 

a drastic effect on our spiritual relationship with the Lord and with each other. Does what 

you put in and do with your body glorify God? This would include what goes in and what 

comes out of your mouth, what you see and watch with your eyes, what you hear and listen 

to with your ears, where you go with your feet, what you do with your hands, and what you 

think with your mind!  
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 https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/frantarken507654.html 
 
 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 8 
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