
JOHN 12-21: JESUS PRAYS FOR YOUR 

Wednesday, September 2 

Reading: John 17 
 

John 17:20  “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also  

be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  
 

A priest and a rabbi were standing by the side of the road holding up signs. The rabbi’s sign read, 

“The End is Near!” The priest held up a sign which read, “Turn before it’s too late!” They 

planned to hold up their signs to each passing car. “Get a job!” the first driver yelled. The second 

yelled, “Leave us alone, you religious freaks"! Shortly, from around the curve, they heard 

screeching tires and a splash followed by more screeching tires and another splash. The rabbi 

looked over at his companion and said, “Do you think we should try a different sign“? The priest 

responded, “Perhaps ‘Bridge Out’ might be better"?
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While the other gospels record Jesus’ “Not My will but Yours be done!” prayer in the garden, 

John 17 records Jesus’ other prayer - what many call “the High Priestly prayer.” Several times in 

John’s gospel we have read that Jesus’ “time had not yet come” (2:4; 7:30; 8:20). But now He 

begins His prayer with “Father, the time HAS come.” The end was here. Everything that Jesus 

had come to earth to do was coming to a climax.  

 

This prayer can be divided into three sections: [1] Jesus prays for Himself and the glory that lay 

ahead (17:1-5), [2] Jesus prays for His disciples - those who would be left behind (17:6-19), and 

[3] Jesus prays for all believers - those who would be saved through their witness (17:20-25). In 

these last verses, in this moment of darkness when the shadow of the cross fell heavy across His 

path, Jesus is praying for you and me!  

 

First, Jesus prayed for our UNITY (17:20-23). Just as the Father and Son are one, so Jesus 

prayed that all believers would be united as one. The reason for this unity is “so that the world 

may believe that You have sent Me.” When God’s people stand united in Christ it is like a sign 

pointing people to salvation. When we fight and bicker, Christ is ignored and rejected.  

 

The second theme of Jesus’ prayer is our UNION with Him (17:24-25). It is easy to see why we 

long to be with Christ in heaven, but it is amazing to realize that Jesus longs for us to be with 

Him as well. His prayer is that all believers will spend eternity with Him and see His glory. 

Those who love Christ should be united on earth because one day we will be united together with 

Christ for all eternity.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The “unity of believers” Jesus prayed for not only shows the world the love of Christ but also 

shows them God’s love for the church. The world cannot see God, but they can see His people. 

What they see in us is what they will believe about God! When Christians are united in love and 

obedience to the Lord, people will be drawn to the Savior.  
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READ THE NT: 1 Timothy 2 


