
1 CORINTHIANS: FOLLOW THE LEADER 

Tuesday, September 29 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 3-4 
 

1 Corinthians 3:6  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7  So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

 

Henry Ward Beecher was the famous minister at the Plymouth Church in Brooklyn New York 

during the 1800’s. People would come from miles around just to see and hear him preach. On 

one particular Sunday the crowd waited anxiously for the famous preacher. However, on this day 

Thomas K. Beecher was filling the pulpit for his famous brother. Upon seeing Thomas many of 

the sightseers got up and began to leave. Thomas raised his hand for attention and then 

proclaimed, “All those who came here this morning to worship Henry Ward Beecher may now 

withdraw from the church; all who came to worship God may remain.” 

 

The Corinthian church had a similar problem. They were “worshipping” their preachers instead 

of worshipping God. They were dividing into little cliques – some following Paul and some 

Apollos. This was splintering the church and threatened to destroy the spread of the gospel. Paul 

reminded them that both he and Apollos were only servants that God used to bring them the 

gospel and help them grow in their faith. It was only God who could make them grow! 

 

Paul gives us a good reminder. We are all servants of God called to do various tasks to fulfill His 

purpose for His church. We are “fellow workers” but it is God who makes us grow. It is our 

responsibility to faithfully serve, keeping our eyes fixed on the Great Gardener – God Himself. 

 

There were others in the church that who thought they were better than Paul and their leaders. In 

1 Corinthians 4:8-14, Paul is using sarcasm to expose the arrogance of these shallow Christians. 

Paul exposes their false pride by stating that a true servant of God is treated like a prisoner of 

war by the world. After losing, the remaining enemy army would be marched through the streets 

of Rome at the end of the victory procession to be jeered and mocked by the crowds and 

ultimately die in the games at the arena. Paul calls the servants of God “the scum of the earth, the 

refuse of the world.” This is how believers appear to the unbelieving world. Paul warns these 

pride-filled opponents that he will come to rebuke and correct their attitude. 

  

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. It is not wrong to learn from godly examples. Later Paul will tell the Corinthians to imitate 

his walk (4:16-17). The problem comes when our whole focus is on the leader and not on the 

Lord. We can become so enamored with a particular preacher or teacher that we wrongly 

assume he can do no wrong! While there is nothing wrong with being popular, speaking well, 

or having a big congregation, Christians cannot let these things sway them from trusting in 

the Lord and not in the pastor. All believers build on the same foundation – Jesus Christ.   

 

2. Beware when the world speaks well of you! It may be an indication that they are not seeing 

Christ shine through your life the way that He should. If we are true servants of the Lord the 

world will take notice. Our godly character should be so exposed that we cannot be mistaken 

for anything other than disciples of Christ. 
 

 
 

 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 7 


