
MOURNING FOR MOAB 

Friday, September 28 

Reading: Isaiah 15-16 
 

Isaiah 16:11  My heart laments for Moab like a harp, my inmost being for Kir Hareseth. 
 

How do you respond when someone who has been a thorn in your side “gets what’s coming to 

them?” Do you have a sense of satisfaction? Do you gloat over their downfall? That is what we 

might expect from the prophet as he presents his prophecy against Moab. 

 

Moab was a distant cousin to Israel. They were descended from Abraham’s nephew Lot through 

incest with his daughter (Gen. 19:30-38). They were a small nation east of the Dead Sea and they 

were a consistent enemy of God’s people.  

 

The events of Isaiah 15-16 refer to one of the several times that Assyria invaded the area. Being 

a small nation, Moab was an easy target. This prophecy begins and ends with the wailing of the 

Moabite people over their destruction. The large number of cities Isaiah mentions tells us this 

was a tragedy that affected the whole nation. The temples (15:2; 16:12) and wealth (15:7) that 

they had trusted in were worthless. There prideful boasts were empty (16:6). 

 

But this did not have to be! The prophet Isaiah encourages the people of Moab to pay tribute to 

Judah and seek the protection of Jerusalem (16:1-4). If they would submit to Jerusalem and 

Jerusalem’s God “the oppressor will come to an end, and destruction will cease.” It is through 

the house of David that ultimate salvation would come.  

 

Isaiah 16:5 may refer to King Hezekiah who would lead the nation back to God after the wicked 

reign of his father Ahaz. Under his reign, Assyria would not be allowed to capture Jerusalem. 

But to a greater extent, this prophecy refers to the Greater Son of David – the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The ultimate rule of love, faithfulness, justice, and righteousness will only come through Him. 

So Isaiah is promising Moab temporary safety in the present and eternal salvation in the future if 

they will submit to God. 

 

However, Moab’s pride would not allow them to do this! They would not humble themselves 

before God and His people. Instead they would trust in their own abilities and resources which 

would fail (16:6-12). The prophecy ends with the verdict that “within three years…Moab’s 

splendor and all her many people will be despised, and her survivors will be very few and 

feeble” (16:13-14).    

 

What draws my attention is Isaiah’s reaction to their plight. He does not gloat over the 

destruction of an enemy. Three times he pours out his heart in weeping for them (15:5; 16:9; 

16:11). He pleads with them to turn to God for salvation (16:1-5). His weeping for them comes 

from his “inmost being” (16:11). But his pleas fall on deaf ears.  

 

Do we plead with those who hate us to turn to God? Do we cry over the fate of the lost?  Let’s 

take a page from Isaiah and cry out for the lost to come to the One who establishes His throne in 

love and mercy - - - and be saved! 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 35-36; 1 Timothy 5 


