
1 CORINTHIANS: CONFLICTS IN THE CHURCH 

Monday, September 28 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1-2 
 

1 Corinthians 1:22  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23  but we preach Christ crucified:  
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24  but to those whom God has called, both Jews  
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

The church in Corinth was founded by the Apostle Paul during his 2
nd

 missionary journey 

(probably in the year AD 51). The city was well known for its wealth and its immorality. The 

fledging Corinthian church carried over some of these problems from their old pagan lives. 

Paul’s letter was written to confront these issues and instruct these “carnal” Christians on how to 

live holy lives. 

 

AUTHOR: During Paul’s 2 ½ year ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19) he wrote a letter to the 

Corinthian church that was misunderstood (5:9-11) and has now been lost. This 

misunderstanding and other problems were reported to him by “Chloe’s household” (1:11) and a 

delegation that arrived in Ephesus with questions that were dividing the church (16:17). Paul 

wrote the letter we call 1 Corinthians in AD 54 or 55 to address these issues.     

 

OUTLINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS 

 (1)  Introduction      1 Corinthians 1:1-17 

 (2)  Problem #1: Divisions in the Church   1 Corinthians 1:18 – 4:21 

 (3)  Problem #2: Discipline in the Church   1 Corinthians 5:1 – 6:20 

 (4)  Problem #3: Marriage in the Church   1 Corinthians 7:1-40 

 (5)  Problem #4: Christian Liberty         1 Corinthians 8:1 – 11:1 

 (6)  Problem #5: Chaos in Church Worship   1 Corinthians 11:2 – 34 

 (7)  Problem #6: Spiritual Gifts    1 Corinthians 12:1 – 14:40 

 (8)  Problem #7: Resurrection    1 Corinthians 15:1-58 

 (9)  Problem #8: Collection for Jerusalem Church  1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

(10) Conclusion      1 Corinthians 16:5-24   

      

The church in Corinth had a lot of problems and yet Paul still calls them God’s “holy people” 

and thanks God for them (1:1-9). He then dives into their major problem: they did not understand 

what the gospel of the cross was all about!  

 

One of the many problems in the Corinthian church was an attitude of superiority. They thought 

they were better than everyone else and wanted everyone else to know it!  Paul reminds them 

that God has deliberately chosen things and people considered foolish, weak, and despised by the 

world to accomplish His purposes (1:26-31). There is no place for selfish pride for “it is because 

of HIM that you are in Christ Jesus.”  

 

The Greek society Paul was writing to loved eloquent speakers. The more their words tickled the 

ears of the audience the better. However, Paul came with the simple message of “Christ 

crucified.” He did not try to make the message appealing to the world. He did not want to 

persuade people through personal charisma or people-pleasing words (2:1-16). We do the gospel 

a disservice when we try to make it appealing to the world.  It is a graphic reminder of the 

awfulness of sin. It is also a graphic reminder of the love of God as He took the punishment that 

should have been ours. 
 

 
 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 6 


