
ROMANS 9-16: A UNITY COMMUNITY 

Sunday, September 27 

Reading: Romans 15-16 
 

Romans 15:5  May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 

toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6  so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God  

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

It is an interesting fact that a group of pianos all tuned with the same tuning fork will 

automatically be tuned to each other. They are all in tune, not because they were tuned to each 

other, but because they were all tuned to the same standard. That is a wonderful picture of what 

the church should be. When we are all “in tune” with Christ, we will be “in tune” with each other 

as well. It is Christ’s desire that the church be a united community – everyone moving in the 

same direction to honor and glorify God. 

 

America is a “Me-first” society. The implication of every advertisement is “Do what you want!”  

“You deserve a break today.”  “Have it your way.”  “Just do it!” Everything is brainwashing us 

to think of ourselves as top priority – as the most important person in life! But the example of 

Christ tells us just the opposite. He put us first when He died on the cross and took the “insults” 

and punishment that were rightfully ours. Christians are to always think of others first as well 

(15:1-3). We live not to please ourselves but to please God by service to others. 

 

How can believers adopt this attitude? Through the careful and prayerful study of the Scriptures 

(15:4-13). Christ is our ultimate example, but the Bible is full of examples of godly men and 

women whose lives can encourage and teach us. By following these examples from Scripture of 

believers from vastly different cultures, backgrounds, likes, and personalities, we can come 

together with “one mind and one voice.” God is glorified and the world will take notice when 

believers with widely differing backgrounds live in Christ-like unity. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. “Accept One Another.”  If our goal is to glorify God, then it is impossible to argue with each 

other, especially about trivial matters. In contrast, believers are to accept each other just as 

Christ has accepted them. According to Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest, this word means “to 

take to one’s self, to grant access to one’s heart.”
1
 That is the way Christ accepts us - just as 

we are! He takes us to Himself and embraces us with His whole heart. The key is to be a 

servant like Christ who came to fulfill God’s promises to Israel and extended salvation to the 

Gentiles. We can only live in unity by having a servant’s heart toward one another. What 

issues might be dividing you from your brothers and sisters in Christ? How does Christ’s 

acceptance of you put a different perspective on the situation? 

 

2. “The God of Hope.” Hope for the believer is based on the promises of God and knowing that 

they have the blessed hope of eternity with Him. Paul’s prayer is that this hope, supplied by 

the Holy Spirit, will fill believers with joy and peace. Knowing that someday all believers 

will live together in heaven should give them motivation to live in harmony now. How does 

the hope of eternity with God change the way you look at life today? Pray for the Holy Spirit 

to give you a greater joy and peace in your life as you trust God’s Word and do God’s will. 
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