
THE PRIDE BEHIND THE POWER 

Thursday, September 27 

Reading: Isaiah 14 
 

Isaiah 14:12  How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! 
 

The Christian Century magazine recorded a quote by G. Gordon Liddy, one of the chief 

Watergate conspirators, after he was released from prison. 
 

"I have found within myself all I need and all I ever shall need. I am a man of great faith, but my  

faith is in George Gordon Liddy. I have never failed me." 
 

What a sad statement! However, it echoes the attitude of many in the world both today and 

throughout history. Pride is a major sin and perhaps the cause behind all other sins. 

 

In Isaiah 14, the prophet continues his oracle against Babylon (followed by prophecies against 

Assyria [14:24-27] and Philistia [14:28-32]). After describing the destruction of Babylon in the 

previous chapter, Isaiah tells God’s people that this will result in their returning to their own land 

and being exalted over the nations (14:1-2). The first part occurred soon after the fall of Babylon 

when King Cyrus of Persia allowed the Jews to return home and rebuild. That “Israel will take 

possession of the nations” will not be fulfilled until Messiah returns to reign from Jerusalem. 

 

The destruction of Babylon will bring great joy expressed in a long “taunt against the king of 

Babylon” (14:4-23). It describes how “his fury has ended” and how “all the lands are at rest and 

at peace; they break into singing” (14:4-8). This one who was so strong and lived in luxury will 

be brought down to the grave with worms and maggots for a bed (14:9-11). The king of Babylon 

will be dishonored, not even having a proper burial, and his family line will cease to exist 

(14:16-23). 

 

All this describes a king whose mind and heart were full of pride. He had faith in himself instead 

of God. He replaced God with self on the throne of his life. In the middle of this taunt there is a 

section that seems to go beyond speaking to this human ruler. In Isaiah 14:12-15, I believe the 

prophet’s words move from simply taunting the king of Babylon to addressing the power behind 

the king. Where did the king get this proud and defiant attitude? It came from Satan himself! 

 

The word Lucifer is from the Latin translation of “morning star.” These verses describe the 

attitude of this one who aspired to take the place of God. Notice his self-centered ambition with 

the repetition of the phrase “I will” throughout these verses. “I will ascend…I will raise my 

throne…I will sit enthroned…I will ascend above the clouds…I will make myself like the Most 

High.” In his pride Satan desired to become God but he will end up in “the depths of the pit” 

(Rev. 20:10). 

 

Satan’s sin of pride has been copied by countless people throughout history in both big and small 

ways. This kind of pride is one that says “MY will be done” instead of “Thy will be done.” It is 

the willful attempt to replace God in your life with your own desires, passions, and will. That is 

what made Satan fall! That is what has made many others fall as well. Jesus gave us the remedy 

when He said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). 
 
 

1 The Christian Century, Sept. 28, 1977, p 836 quoted @ http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-

z/p/pride.htm 

 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 33-34; 1 Timothy 4 


