
FALL OF BABYLON 

Wednesday, September 26 

Reading: Isaiah 13 
 

Isaiah 13:11  I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the 

arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless.  
 

In the 1980’s, Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein began a “ham-fisted” attempt to rebuild the ancient 

city of Babylon. He built a replica of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace over the ancient ruins. But 

archaeologists claim that Hussein’s work “greatly despoiled the site.” The occupation by U.S. 

military forces did not help either. Even though it has been opened to tourists Babylon is not the 

large draw the Iraqi government had hoped. The reconstruction work still continues today. 
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Isaiah 13-14 focuses primarily on the destruction of Babylon. What makes this interesting is that 

in Isaiah’s day Babylon was not a superpower! Assyria was in control!  Babylon would not be 

the dominant power in the region until 50 or more years after Isaiah’s death. But God inspired 

Isaiah to predict that Babylon would be the great enemy of Judah (not Assyria) who would 

ultimately bring God’s punishment. 

 

Isaiah describes the destruction of this great enemy in poetic and apocalyptic terms. He calls for 

his readers to see the coming battle (13:2-3) and hear the noise of the approaching armies (13:4-

5). He wants them to feel the terror and fear of Babylon’s people as their destruction nears  

(13:6-8). 

 

In describing Babylon’s destruction, Isaiah expands his view from one nation to the final 

destruction of all nations who oppose God (13:9-14). This language is picked up in the New 

Testament to describe the final Day of the Lord at Christ’s return (Matt. 24:29; Rev. 8:12). This 

is appropriate as Babylon came to be a symbol of human civilization in opposition to God.  

 

God even names the Medes as Babylon’s conquerors (13:15-18), a nation that had no power 

during Isaiah’s day. But ultimately it is God who will punish and overthrow Babylon (13:19-22). 

He proclaims that it shall never be a strong city again. It will be a place of desolation. After the 

Medes and Persians conquered Babylon in 539 BC (over 100 years after Isaiah recorded it) the 

city began a slow decline in importance. In the 7
th

 century AD the Muslim invaders used its 

bricks to build their own cities. By the 12
th

 century European travelers could not even find the 

city’s location! Today, though excavation efforts are still underway, Babylon is not an inhabited 

city, just as God had said almost 2700 years ago. 
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God’s judgment on Babylon (like all His judgments) is meant to warn us about the dangers of sin 

and pride (13:11). Nations and individuals today can still live like Babylon. They can reject God 

and live by their own standards and pride. Even believers can be tempted to “do things their own 

way” instead of God’s way.  Listen to the lesson of Babylon – sin and pride lead to destruction! 

May we as God’s people never follow the way of Babylon. 
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 31-32; 1 Timothy 3 


