
PRAYER POWER 

Tuesday, September 26 

Reading: 1 Timothy 2 
 

1 Timothy 2:1  I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be  

made for all people— 2  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet  

lives in all godliness and holiness. 3  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4  who wants all  

people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

 

Early African converts to Christianity were earnest and regular in private devotions.  Each one 

reportedly had a separate spot in the thicket where he would pour out his heart to God.  Over 

time the paths to these places became well worn.  As a result, if one of these believers began to 

neglect prayer, it was soon apparent to the others.  They would kindly remind the negligent one, 

"Brother, the grass grows on your path." 
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In these verses, Paul makes prayer a priority for the church.  As God’s people, we are called to 

pray for everyone.  This does not mean that we use blanket cliques like “Dear God, please bless 

everyone in the world.”  No, we should be specific with our prayers.  But we should also make 

sure that they are for all types of people – not just those with which we fellowship.  We need to 

pray for the unsaved, for missionaries, for family, for our enemies, etc.   

 

Paul points out a particular group that needs our prayers – our political and community leaders.  

The emperor at the time Paul wrote this was Nero, one of the most wicked and depraved men to 

rule the Roman Empire.  It would only be a few short years before he killed hundreds of 

Christians in horrible ways.  Paul himself would be beheaded at Nero’s orders.  Yet despite his 

evil character, Paul said to pray for him!  There is much debate over the believer’s role in 

politics, but one thing is clear.  We are to pray for those who rule over us.  Whether we agree 

with their policies or not, we are to lift them up to God in prayer.  No nation will experience 

revival through political means.  Only prayer and the working of the Holy Spirit through His 

people will achieve real revival. 

 

Paul next tells us why we are to pray for everyone including our leaders.  It is so the gospel can 

be proclaimed.  When government keeps order as God has appointed them to do (see Romans 

13:1-4) the gospel can spread unhindered.  But despite what is happening in the world around us, 

we are to live our lives “in all godliness and holiness.”  Even if those around us are not living for 

the Lord, Christians should be!   

 

The heart of God is found in the message of the gospel.  While God desires everyone to be 

saved, He does not force people to accept Christ.  Here is the eternal tension between the 

sovereignty of God and the responsibility of people.  The Bible teaches both!  However in these 

verses, Paul’s point is that prayer will connect our hearts to the heart of our Lord.  It will 

energize us for holy living and a concern for the salvation of the lost!  Is there grass growing in 

your prayer life? 
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