
ROMANS 9-16: “BUT I DIDN’T VOTE FOR THAT GUY!” 

Friday, September 25 

Reading: Romans 13 
 

Romans 13:14  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify 

the desires of the flesh. 
 

As we approach another election season, politics has become all some people can talk about. The 

mudslinging and finger-pointing has gone into overdrive. The big question for believers is: How 

do we navigate this tricky field of political parties, policies, and propaganda and remain faithful 

to our calling as children of God, especially if we don’t happen to agree with those making the 

decisions? 

 

The government of Paul’s day was far from righteous. Emperor Nero was a self-indulged, 

murdering, mad man! Less than a decade after the writing of this letter he would be killing 

Christians (including Peter and Paul). Yet Paul instructs the believers in Rome, the seat of power 

for the empire, to be subject to the government. He tells us that God has ordained the ruling 

powers to keep order and dispense justice and that to oppose them is to oppose His will! Nero’s 

regime was definitely not fulfilling this divine mandate very well, yet Paul still commands 

believers to obey. He even tells them to pay that much hated word among people everywhere ---

taxes!!! 

 

Why is this attitude of submission and obedience important for believers? The answer is that the 

call of believers is not to reform government but to transform lives through the power of the 

gospel. Government can never change a person’s heart; only Christ can do that. We must realize 

that the return of Christ is getting ever closer and our time to reach the lost is slipping away. A 

proper attitude toward government will show the world what it means to “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”   

 

While there are times when we as believers need to stand up and oppose the propagation of evil 

by our leaders (see Daniel 3, 6; Acts 5:29), we do so because they stand in direct conflict with 

the Word of God and we are ready to face the consequences of our stand for the Lord. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “The Continuing Debt to Love One Another.”  Too often political debates are far from 

loving. As children of God it is our responsibility to show love at all times. It is a debt 

because of the great love that Jesus has shown us. Jesus said the world would know we are 

His disciples by our love. How can you show God’s love even while disagreeing with 

someone? What does it mean to love as Jesus loved? 

 

2.  “Clothe Yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul tells believers to WAKE UP to the fact 

that Christ’s return is near (13:11). We are asleep when we become lazy and indifferent to 

the things of the Lord or we tolerate sin in our lives and are not pursuing good works in 

Jesus’ name. Paul tells us to LAY ASIDE the sin and evil deeds that characterize this dark 

world and put on Christ’s armor of light as we see the day of His return approaching (13:12). 

Finally we are to BEHAVE DECENTLY by clothing ourselves in Jesus Christ – letting Him 

take full control. When Christ is in control, the believer will not indulge in the desires of the 

flesh (13:13-14).  

 
 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 5 


