
1 TIMOTHY: WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 

Saturday, September 25 

Reading: 1 Timothy 2:9-15 
 

1 Timothy 2:9  I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, 

not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10  but with good deeds, appropriate for 

women who profess to worship God. 
 

The church in Ephesus was in the middle of a battle with heresy and it appears these false 

teachers were targeting women in the church (see 2 Tim. 3:5-7). Paul has just instructed the men 

to lift up “holy hands without anger or disputing” (2:8). Now he instructs the women to do 

likewise. How are Christian woman to display holiness to God in a pagan society? 

 

FOCUS ON GODLINESS (2:9-10) - Unlike the pagan women who lived to flaunt their wealth 

and beauty, Christian women should be known for what they do. Paul is not saying that looking 

nice and taking care of one’s outward appearance is wrong. But he is saying that this should not 

be the primary focus of a Christian. Paul also is not condemning jewelry or fixing one’s hair. 

Again the focus of a Christian woman (and man) should be to live godly lives and be known for 

their good works (1 Pet. 3:3-4). 

 

FOCUS  ON LEARNING (2:11-15) – These verses cause a lot of argument in our society today. 

But in the 1
st
 century this was truly revolutionary. Women were not allowed to go to school and 

be taught, so for Paul to say “a woman should learn” was a new thing! This passage is not Paul 

telling women to keep their mouths shut in church. There were many women who served with 

Paul in the ministry (Rom. 16:1-6; 12-15; Philp. 4:2-3). He also gives instructions for women 

praying and prophesying in the church (1 Cor. 11:4-5). There are many ways for women to serve 

the Lord, but they are not to be the pastor. This role God has reserved for men who are to be the 

leaders in the home and church. Some would argue that this restriction is a cultural thing or that 

it only applied to this church in Ephesus. But Paul supports it, not from culture, but from 

creation.  

 

Men and women are both made in the image of God and are equal in their spiritual worthiness 

and acceptance. But equality does not mean that men and women have the same roles in God’s 

plan. Nor does being submissive mean inferiority. Jesus submitted to the will of the Father and 

yet this did not diminish His deity. Christian women have many great opportunities to serve in 

the church, but I believe the Bible is clear that they are not to take the role of spiritual shepherd 

as it appears some of the ladies in Ephesus were trying to do. 

 

What does it mean that “women will be saved through childbearing?” This is probably talking 

about the woman’s role in the home and raising children. While this is not the only ministry for 

women, it can be the most important. The concept of marriage and family was under attack by 

the false teachers in Ephesus (4:3; 5:11-15). It is still under attack today! The role of mothers in 

raising godly children would be close to Timothy’s heart for it was his mother and grandmother 

who taught him the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). How many men and women of God have their 

mothers to thank for their godly upbringing and love for Christ! Wherever God has called 

women (and men) to serve, they should do so with “faith, love, holiness, and propriety” (i.e. self-

control). 
 


