
REVELATION: THE DEAD CHURCH 

Sunday, September 22 

Reading: Revelation 3:1-6  
 

Revelation 3:1  “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2  Wake up! 
Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. 

 

About 35 miles southeast of Thyatira was the city of Sardis. It had once been the capital of the 

Lydian empire (680-547 BC) where the legends of King Croesus’ wealth stemmed from the vast 

gold deposits found in the area. By the time of this letter, however, the city was in decline. While 

it was still wealthy it had only led the city to more decadence and decay. Its past splendor had 

become a distant memory. 

 

Christ identifies Himself to this church as the One “who holds the seven spirits of God.” This 

reference is again to the fullness of the Holy Spirit (1:4). This church was dead because it was 

missing the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. The seven stars in Jesus’ hand represent the 

pastors of these churches. This church had no Spirit-filled leaders to guide them. 

 

Jesus has nothing good to say about this church! There is no mention of patience in persecution 

or the presence of false teaching in this church. Why should Satan spend his energies on a church 

that is dead! Like the city they lived in, this church was not moving forward but was resting on 

past glories. They had a reputation among the other churches for being effective but Christ strips 

away their false front and exposes them as a dying congregation who had compromised with the 

world and lost their testimony. 

 

It was not hopeless for this church. Christ commands them to wake up before the last remnants 

of life that remain die out. They needed to remember what they had learned about Christ and 

repent of their sin. Jesus warns that if they do not wake up and repent He will come like a thief, 

suddenly and when they least expect it, to judge them. 

 

LESSON ONE: “You Have a Few Who Have Not Soiled Their Clothes.” Even in this dead 

church there were a few who remained faithful to Christ. They had not dirtied themselves with 

the “Get along” culture the church had bought into. They were not willing to deny the 

exclusiveness of Christ in order to get along with the people around them. They were not 

involved in the compromise that was killing their church. Jesus promises to give these faithful 

few clean white robes (representing His righteousness). Even when those around them shunned 

them for their commitment to Christ, the Lord found them worthy. Do you sometimes feel that 

you are standing alone for Christ? Have you ever become “soiled” by compromise with the 

world? Remember Jesus’ words and trust in His righteousness to protect and preserve you. 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Never Blot Out There Name From the Book of Life.” Roman cities had 

registry books that listed the names of all citizens. When they died, their names were erased from 

the book. Jesus’ promise is that believers’ names will never be erased because they have eternal 

life – they will never die spiritually. How should this promise affect our faith and trust in Christ? 

How should it affect our daily living right now? 
 


