
BUSY OR BUSYBODIES 

Friday, September 22 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:11  We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies.  

12  Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13  And as  

for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. 14  Take special note of anyone who does not obey our  

instruction in this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 15  Yet do not regard them  

as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer. 

 

The European cuckoo bird is a freeloader.  When spring comes, it doesn’t construct a home for its yearly brood.  

Instead, the female invades the nest of some unsuspecting bird and lays her egg there. The cuckoo’s offspring is 

left to be hatched and cared for by its “foster parent.”  While still featherless and blind, the intruder soon 

dominates the nest by pushing the rightful occupants over the edge to their death.  Then it monopolizes all the 

attention of its new parents. 
1
 

 

Paul was dealing with some “cuckoo bird” Christians in Thessalonica.  Some thought that Christ’s return would 

be immediate and so quit working to “watch the skies.”  Others were just lazy!  In either case, these people were 

“mooching” off the kindness of others in the church and were spending their “free time” meddling in other 

people’s business.  Paul tells these selfish people to “get to work!” (see his comments in 1 Thess. 4:9-12). 

 

Paul is not talking to people who cannot work or who are trying to find work with no success.  He is not talking 

to the family that is struggling to make ends meet.  He is talking to people who refuse to work!  They refuse to 

even look for work and expect everyone else to take care of them.  Paul had left them an example to follow 

(3:6-10) and he expected those who could to work for their living; to “never tire of doing what is right.”  Those 

who would not needed firm but loving correction from their fellow believers. 

 

Work is a good thing!  God established work for Adam and Eve (i.e. to care for the garden) long before the 

curse of sin.  God has given us work to help provide self-fulfillment and as a means to offer help to others 

(Ephesians 4:28).  The church is called to help the needy, but this must be more than simply providing for their 

physical needs.  We must share with them their need for the Savior (the Living Bread) and their need to live for 

Him.  As we reach out with Christ’s love, are we creating busybodies or people busy about the Lord’s work? 
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