
1 TIMOTHY: BEYOND GOD’S GRACE 

Wednesday, September 22 

Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

1 Timothy 1:12  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13  Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor  
and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14  The grace of our  
Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15  Here 
 is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners— 
of whom I am the worst. 

 

He was a very driven man. So strong was he in his belief that he was right that he hunted down 

all those who followed Jesus. He tortured them, threw them in prison, and some were even killed 

for their faith. When these traitors to the Jewish faith began to flee to other cities, he gathered a 

posse and chased them mercilessly. And all this he did in the name of God! Who was this wicked 

man bent on destroying the church of Jesus Christ? His name was Saul of Tarsus - - and he 

would become the greatest missionary for Jesus of the first century! 

 

If you had asked Peter, James, or any of the Jerusalem church leaders, Paul would have been the 

last person they would have believed to be an instrument in God’s plan. In fact, they didn’t 

believe it when Saul/Paul first returned to Jerusalem after his conversion (see Acts 9). Surely he 

was beyond the grace of God! 

 

Paul himself was amazed at the grace of God on his life. That he – a man who had killed 

Christians and made havoc of the church – should be chosen to bring the gospel to the Gentile 

world was astounding to him. Paul calls himself the worst of sinners and yet God’s grace and 

mercy saved him and called him to serve the very One he had formerly tried to destroy! Paul was 

under no delusion that he deserved God’s salvation.  He knew that it was only Christ’s strength 

and mercy that allowed him to come to the Lord and serve Him faithfully. 

 

God’s amazing grace should produce two attitudes in our lives. First, it should remind us that no 

one is beyond the grace of God. Maybe there is someone in your life that you thought was just 

“too bad” for God to reach them. Stop thinking that way! If God could forgive and save Paul, He 

can save anyone! 

 

The second attitude God’s grace should produce in us is thanksgiving! We don’t deserve 

salvation any more than Paul did. And yet Christ gives it to us freely. With Paul we should break 

into a chorus of praise and thanksgiving when we consider the wonderful grace of God! 
 

1 Timothy 1:17   Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,  

be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Isaiah 55-57; 1 Timothy 3 


