
ROMANS 9-16: HEART FOR THE LOST 

Monday, September 21 

Reading: Romans 9 
 

Romans 9:2  I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3  For I could wish that I myself  

were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4  the people of  

Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law,  

the temple worship and the promises. 
 

In Romans 9-11, the Apostle Paul deals with the very complex issue of the sovereignty of God, 

especially how it relates to Israel. He begins by expressing his deep desire to see his people Israel 

be saved. Paul uses the strongest language to record the pain in his heart over the rejection of 

Christ by those who had received such blessings from God (9:4-5). Though he knows it is 

impossible, Paul goes so far as to say he would give up his salvation and be accursed if it would 

mean Israel would be saved!  

 

But just because Israel as a nation had rejected their Messiah, this did not mean that God’s 

promises had failed. Being descended from Abraham did not make someone a child of God. 

Faith was required for an Israelite to be saved (just like everyone else). Paul supports this 

statement by reminding us of Abraham. Abraham had 8 children (Ishmael by Hagar (Genesis 

16), Isaac by Sarah (Genesis 21), and 6 children by Keturah (Genesis 25:1-4). But God chose 

Isaac to be the child of promise.  

 

God’s choice of Jacob is another example. He choose (“loved”) Jacob but rejected (“hated”) his 

twin brother Esau. This choice was not based on anything they had done since it was made 

before they were even born. It was based solely on the plan and purpose of God. Physical birth 

does not determine spiritual destiny. God’s promises are fulfilled to those He has chosen from 

Israel and not to the nation as a whole. God’s choice is not based on human effort but on His 

mercy. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “I Could Wish That I Were Cursed For the Sake of My People.” Imagine being willing to 

suffer the eternal pains of hell so someone else could experience the joys of heaven! We 

often talk about seeing lost people come to Christ. But do we have the passion in our hearts 

that Paul did? What are we willing to sacrifice so that others might hear the good news of 

Jesus Christ? 

 

2. “Is God Unjust?” Many people question if God is being unfair in choosing some people and 

not others. The issue is not justice but mercy. Paul quotes Exodus 33:19 to show that God’s 

mercy is extended to those He has chosen. The real question is not that God chooses some 

and not others, but that God chooses anyone at all. No one deserves God’s mercy. We are all 

guilty before Him (Romans 1-3). It is only because of God’s grace and love that salvation is 

available to anyone. Ultimate justice would condemn everyone to hell. So God’s choice has 

nothing to do with human desire or effort, but on God’s purpose. He can be just and still 

forgive sinners because Jesus paid the price for our sins on the cross. He took the full 

measure of God’s wrath against sin so He could give His righteousness to those who believe. 

How will you answer someone who says that God is unjust? How can you thank the Lord for 

His mercy today? In what ways can you extend His mercy to others?  
 

 

 
 

READ THE NT: Hebrews 1 


