
REVELATION: THE CORRUPT CHURCH 

Saturday, September 21 

Reading: Revelation 2:18-29 
 

Revelation 2:24  Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and  

have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25  except  

to hold on to what you have until I come.’ 
 

Travelling 30 miles southwest of Pergamum, we come to the little town of Thyatira. It was much 

smaller than the other cities on this route – a kind of “Hometown USA.” It was a center for 

manufacturing of various metals and the production of an expensive purple cloth. Each of these 

industries had their own guild (trade union). One’s business, social, and religious life centered 

around these guilds. To not worship your guild’s idol and celebrate with your fellow workers at 

the temple was to insult the gods and bring ruin down on the business. 

 

Apollo, who was called “the Son of God” (Zeus), was the patron god of Thyatira. Jesus 

introduces Himself as the true Son of God and uses manufacturing language (“blazing fire; 

burnished bronze”). He recognizes their love and faith is growing stronger. Their service for the 

Lord and endurance of persecution are also strong. However, they have a major problem that has 

derailed the church. While Ephesus would not tolerate false teachers and Pergamum had false 

teaching held by some of its members, Thyatira was actually allowing a false teacher (Jezebel) to 

teach in the church! 

 

Jesus does not use gentle language in describing her. Calling her ‘Jezebel’ is not a compliment 

(see 1 Kings 16-22; 2 Kings 9). He describes her teachings as misleading and immoral/adultery. 

He had given her time to repent and she would not, so He promises to throw her into a bed of 

suffering and strike her followers dead. This would let all the churches know that “I am He who 

searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.” 

 

To those who have not followed “her teaching…and Satan’s so-called deep secrets” Jesus 

instructs them to HOLD ON! He will come and set things right. 

 

LESSON ONE: “I Will Give Authority Over the Nations.” The small group of faithful believers 

in Thyatira were obviously distraught over the corruption in their church, but were powerless to 

do much about it. To these who had no power, Jesus promises to give them authority to rule with 

Him over the nations. Do you ever feel powerless to change the sinful world around you? Listen 

to Jesus’ advice – Hold On! One day Christ will set all things right and we will reign with Him. 

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Give That One the Morning Star.” This is a reference to Christ Himself 

(cf. Revelation 22:16). The morning star (Venus) appears just before dawn, when the night is at 

its darkest. So Christ will burst onto the scene when the world is at its darkest hour to set up His 

kingdom in which the saints will reign with Him. The old saying goes, “It’s always darkest just 

before the dawn.” Sometimes we feel alone and pressured by the darkness of this world. In those 

moments, remember that the light of Jesus is there to guide us through. When have you felt alone 

and troubled by the darkness of this world? How did Jesus see you through those dark times?  
 

 

 


