
TOOL IN GOD’S HAND 

Friday, September 21 

Reading: Isaiah 10 
 

Isaiah 10:12  When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem, he will say, “I will punish  

the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes. 
 

The historical situation of Isaiah 7-10 revolves around King Ahaz’s decision to turn to Assyria for help instead 

of turning to God. God asks the rulers of Judah some serious questions as he wraps up His indictment against 

them: 
 

What will you do on the day of reckoning, when disaster comes from afar? To whom will you run for help? Where will  

you leave your riches? Nothing will remain but to cringe among the captives or fall among the slain. Yet for all this, His  

anger is not turned away, His hand is still upraised (10:3-4). 

 

God has promised to send the Assyrian army to punish His people (7:18-21; 8:7-8). This is a mystery of God’s 

sovereignty. He will use a nation more wicked than His people to punish them for their sin. Assyria will be the 

rod of His anger and the club of His wrath. The “godless nation” that has brought about God’s anger are His 

own people who have abandoned Him for idols (10:5-6). 
 

But the king of Assyria has other goals. The thought never crossed his mind that he was a tool in God’s hand. 

His plans were to rule the world! He did everything for his own honor and glory (10:7). He is putting himself in 

the place of God. 
 

For he says: “By the strength of my hand I have done this, and by my wisdom, because I have understanding.  

I removed the boundaries of nations, I plundered their treasures; like a mighty one I subdued their kings”  

(10:13 emphasis added). 
 

His second mistake was in thinking that the God of Israel was just like the gods of all the other nations he had 

conquered (10:8-11). He boasts that he will destroy Jerusalem and her God just like he had done to many other 

cities and their idols. He is degrading   
 

Just because God has used them does not excuse Assyria for its evil actions and intentions. God promises that 

once their task is done He will punish Assyria for their arrogance (10:12, 15). He will destroy their armies 

(10:16-17) and both small (“thorns and briers”) and great (“forests and fields”) will be judged (10:18-19). 
 

But God will preserve a remnant of Israel. Those who have learned to trust in Him instead of human strength 

will be spared to live in the land (10:20-25). Though their enemy at the moment seems unstoppable in its steady 

advance (10:28-32), the Lord will destroy Assyria (26-27, 33-34) as He had done to Midian in the days of 

Gideon (Judges 7:25) and to Egypt at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:16, 26-27).  
 

Two lessons come from this chapter. One, God is sovereign over kings and nations. Without their knowing it, 

Assyria was God’s tool to accomplish His will. Two, when a nation or individual begins to think of their own 

glory more than the glory of God, God’s judgment is near. The words of the Apostle Peter should be etched into 

our minds and hearts: "’God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.’ Therefore humble yourselves 

under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:5-6). 
  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 25-26; 2 Thessalonians 3 


