
DE FUTURE FUEHRER 
Thursday, September 21 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:3  Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction…7  For the  

secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do  

so till he is taken out of the way. 8  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus  

will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

 

“I believe today that my conduct is in accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator.”  These 

words were written by Adolf Hitler in his manifesto “Mein Kampf” (vol. 1, ch. 2).  Later he said, 

“I believe today that I am acting in the sense of the Almighty Creator. By warding off the Jews I 

am fighting for the Lord's work.” 
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While these words seem to be “Christian,” we know from history that they were uttered by a man 

who did not know the Lord Jesus Christ.  Whether deliberately or through delusion, Hitler 

shaped God in his own image and became a symbol of terrible cruelty and evil.  However, there 

is a greater “fuehrer” coming that will make Hitler’s actions look like child’s play. 

 

In these verses, Paul describes this final world dictator as “the lawless one.”  We commonly call 

him the Antichrist.  He will oppose God and actually proclaim himself to be God!  He will lead 

the masses astray in a great rebellion against God.  But Paul does not leave us in doubt about this 

wicked ruler’s destiny.  He is “doomed to destruction.”  The book of Revelation tells us this will 

happen at Armageddon when Christ returns to earth to rule and reign. 

 

Paul’s words remind us that this deception of Satan is already at work in our world today.  

Satan’s lawless ways are seen in the wicked actions of people and the laws they make to distort 

God’s truth.  Sometimes the suffering and persecution this causes makes us wonder if God really 

cares or if He is really in control.  This is exactly what Satan wants.  He wants us to doubt God’s 

love and His power.  Notice how Paul follows up on his description of the Lawless One.  It is 

with thanksgiving for God’s love and salvation of the saints and an encouragement to stand firm 

(2:13-17).  None of Satan’s schemes, even the most powerful and influential ruler Satan will use 

in this world, has a chance against the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

While evil people may appear to succeed and God’s people will suffer at their hands, God is still 

firmly in control.  We can take comfort in God’s sovereignty and rejoice that we serve the God 

who has won the final victory. (See 2 Thess. 2:13-17) 
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Adolf Hitler, Speech, Reichstag, 1936 (both quotes found at http://atheism.about.com/od/adolfhitlernazigermany/tp/AdolfHitlerFaithGod.htm) 

 


