
1 TIMOTHY: CONFRONTING FALSEHOOD 

Tuesday, September 21 

Reading: 1 Timothy 1:1-11 
 

1 Timothy 1:5  The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and 
a sincere faith. 6  Some have departed from these and have turned    to meaningless talk. 

 

Ephesus was a center of pagan worship in the Roman Empire. While the church was battling the 

sinfulness in their society, they were also fighting against false teaching in the church. These 

false teachers relied on “myths and endless genealogies” (1:4) This refers to popular Jewish 

books written after the Old Testament was finished that falsely claimed to be authored by a 

famous Old Testament character. These false teachers also twisted the Law of Moses to say what 

they wanted to teach (1:7). Paul wants Timothy to confront and silence these teachers. He 

presents two PRODUCTS or results of false teachers. 

 

1. DIVISION (1:4) – False teachers love to argue. They will dispute that their point is the 

proper interpretation of Christianity and divide a congregation. Instead of seeking to build up 

and strengthen the faith of their hearers, false teachers tear them apart so they can deceive 

them with their own doctrines and theology. 

 

2. DEFECTION (1: 6) – False teaching causes people to “depart” and “turn” aside. These two 

words require a conscious effort. The heretics were not merely being deceived. They were 

consciously swerving from the truth and leading others from the true gospel. Their words 

sounded good but were really meaningless drivel. False teaching must be confronted and 

condemned boldly, naming names when necessary so others are not led astray. 

 

Paul also lists several PURPOSES of true teachers (1:5, 7b-11). 

 

1. LOVE (1:5) –The false teachers’ actions revealed that they had no love for God or His 

people. The purpose of all true Bible teaching is to foster love for God and for others. Paul 

lists three sources of this love: a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. Paul is 

implying that heart, conscience, and faith must all be influenced and controlled by the Holy 

Spirit. Only when He is in charge can a believer have the love Paul is talking about. 

 

2. LIMIT SIN (1:7b-11) – The false teachers wanted to teach the Law and force believers to 

obey their rules and regulations. They had a dangerous combination of ignorance and 

arrogance. They were ignorant because they did not understand the true purpose of the law. 

They were arrogant because they boldly declared their flawed doctrine anyway. Paul wants to 

make it clear that he is not criticizing God’s Law. He is attacking those who use it in the 

wrong way. Paul reminds us that the Law was not given to bring salvation but to show us we 

are sinners in need of a Savior. 

 

Sin is judged by what the Word of God says and not by what people feel is right and wrong. 

God’s Word is the final authority whether they like it or not! Anything that contradicts or 

changes the gospel of Christ is a deception. What corruptions of God’s Word have you seen in 

our world today? What should we do when we recognize false teachings in the church?  

 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Isaiah 52-54; 1 Timothy 2 


