
ROMANS 1-8: ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD 

Sunday, September 20 

Reading: Romans 8 
 

Romans 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. 29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed  

to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30  And those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

31  What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
 

Professor E. C. Caldwell (Union Seminary in Virginia) ended a lecture to his class of seminary 

students by saying, “Tomorrow I will be teaching on Romans 8. So tonight, as you study, pay 

special attention to verse 28. Notice what this verse truly says, and what it doesn’t say. One final 

word before I dismiss you - whatever happens in all the years to come, remember: Romans 8:28 

will always hold true.”  

 

That evening Dr. Caldwell was in a car-train accident in which his wife was killed and he was 

crippled for life. Months later, he returned to his students who clearly remembered his last 

words. The room fell silent as he began his lecture. “Romans 8:28 still holds true. One day we 

shall see God’s good, even in this.” 
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Dr. Caldwell understood what this verse says and does not say. It does NOT say that nothing bad 

will ever happen to those who love God. It DOES say that God has a purpose even in the bad 

things that happen. In His sovereign wisdom, He is working everything out for “the good of 

those who love Him.” That ultimate good is that we be “conformed to the image of His Son.” We 

grow the most when we trust in times of trial. 

 

This verse also does NOT say that we will SEE the good that God has planned. Those who have 

been martyred for their faith did not see the salvation of those who came to Christ because of 

their example. The Christian suffering from a terminal illness may not see the influence their 

consistent faith despite the circumstances has on others. But we can KNOW that God’s plan will 

bring good out of tragedy! 

 

The comfort we have during difficult times is that God is in control and that nothing can separate 

us from His love (see 8:38-39). Whether we live or die - whether we see the outworking of 

God’s plan or not - “we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (8:37). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Are you trusting in God’s good purpose even though things might be tough right now? Paul 

reminds us: “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 

that will be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). 

 

2. Because of Christ’s unchanging love we can have overwhelming victory in our lives. But this 

victory can only come when we are controlled by the Holy Spirit. Paul is very clear that those 

who set their minds and desires on worldly things do not belong to Christ. They can never 

please God, obey God, and their sinfulness will end in death. By contrast, those who desire 

what the Spirit wants have life and peace (8:5-9). Thus, the Spirit frees believers from the 

power of sin (8:1-2), gives life (8:10-11), leads (8:14), affirms our salvation (8:15-16), and 

prays on our behalf when we don’t know how to pray (8:26-27). 
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