
REVELATION: THE COMPROMISING CHURCH 

Friday, September 20 

Reading: Revelation 2:12-17 
 

Revelation 2:14  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold  

to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed  

to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15  Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of  

the Nicolaitans. 16  Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with  

the sword of my mouth. 
 

About 70 miles north of Smyrna was the city of Pergamum. It was a city full of pagan temples 

built on an acropolis that towered a thousand feet over the city. It was also the first city to build a 

temple to worship Caesar. By the time John wrote Revelation, Pergamum had been involved in 

Emperor worship for over a century. All this pagan influence made this city a very hard place for 

Christians to live. 

 

The proconsul of the city had been granted the rare power known as “the right of sword.” This 

gave him the authority to perform executions without the approval of a higher court. Christ 

introduces Himself to the church in Pergamum as the One with the real power of the sword and 

He is coming to judge this church for its compromise with the world. 

 

Jesus commends them for not denying their faith in the midst of this city in the grip of Satanic 

worship and control that had led to the martyrdom of at least one of the members of this church. 

But there was a big problem – they were allowing false teachers in the church to convince people 

to compromise with the world as Balaam had done to the children of Israel under Moses (see 

Numbers 22-25; 31:16). Though the church had stood strong in persecution, Satan would destroy 

from the inside what he could not destroy from the outside. 

 

Jesus directs this Compromising Church to REPENT! If they refuse to change their ways He will 

come and personally judge them. To those who have remained faithful, Jesus promised “the 

hidden manna” – a picture of Christ’s sustaining power (see John 6:30-58) and “a white stone.” 

This type of stone was often used as an invitation to Roman parties. Jesus is promising true 

believers that while they may be excluded from the pagan parties, He guarantees their entrance 

into the heavenly celebration. 

 

LESSON: “I Know Where You Live.” Many in this church had bought into the idea that they 

could live like the world and still be a Christian. Instead of being ostracized from their 

community and possibly even losing their lives, they had gone back to the pagan temples and 

joined in the debauchery and immorality that always accompanied the “worship” of pagan gods. 

The church of Pergamum looks like many churches today. Churches that are willing to 

compromise the truth of God’s Word to be culturally accepted or politically correct are in danger 

of being at war with Christ Himself. The faithful church of Jesus Christ must stand for the truth, 

call sin “Sin,” and be willing to suffer the consequences from a world that hates the name of 

Christ and His Word. Are there areas in our lives or the life of our churches that compromise 

with the world? Are we willing to stand for God’s truth despite the rejection and persecution it 

may bring? Would we rather be at war with the world or at war with God?  
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 49-51; 2 Thessalonians 3 


