
I TIMOTHY: MEET TIMOTHY 

Monday, September 20 

Reading: Philippians 2:19-24 
 

1 Timothy 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus  

our hope, 2  To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and  

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The Apostle Paul met Timothy at the start of his 2
nd

 missionary journey (Acts 16). He had such a 

good reputation in his church that Paul had him join the team and became a mentor to this young 

man. Over years of service Timothy became like a son to the apostle. Today’s passage from 

Philippians 2 gives us a hint of the strength of their relationship.   

 

BACKGROUND 

The book of Acts ends with Paul still under house arrest in Rome. That Paul was released at the 

end of these two years can be supported by several sources. Paul’s own “prison epistles” 

(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon) show that he expected to be released and again 

visit the churches he founded (Philippians 2:23-24; Philemon 1:22). The early Church Fathers 

also talk about the later ministry of Paul. 

 

The Romans didn’t know what to do with Paul. There was no strong charge against him by 

Roman standards and it appears the Jewish leaders who had pressed the charges in Jerusalem 

never came to Rome to testify. With Paul out of the picture and far away in Rome, they probably 

saw no need to press the issue. They had other things to worry about as the zealot movement was 

growing and would eventually lead to rebellion and the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. With 

a lack of evidence and Christianity not being an illegal religion at the time, Rome had no choice 

but to let Paul go. The books of Timothy and Titus were written after Paul’s release. From these 

three letters we can establish at least a rough outline of Paul’s later journeys. He visited the 

churches he had founded and probably journeyed to Spain as He had originally planned (Romans 

15:24, 28). He had left Timothy in Ephesus to lead the church there. 

 

These two letters to Timothy as well as the letter to Titus are often called “the Pastoral Epistles” 

because they are addressed to pastors. This has led some Christians to the false conclusion that 

they do not need to read these letters since they are not pastors.  But the language Paul uses when 

he writes indicates that he expected these letters to be read to the church as a whole. The doctrine 

and principles they teach are invaluable for Christian living and church life. If you want to know 

what a church should look like, these three books give us one of the best pictures in Scripture. 
 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 TIMOTHY 
Doctrine in the Church  1:1-17 
Order in the Church  1:18 – 3:13 

Conduct in the Church  3:14 – 6:21 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Isaiah 49-51; 1 Timothy 1 


