
THE PROBLEM OF HELL 

Wednesday, September 20 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:6  God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7  and give  

relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed  

from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8  He will punish those who do not know God  

and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9  They will be punished with everlasting destruction  

and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10  on the day he comes  

to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This  

includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

 

“How could a loving God send people to hell?”  This question has been asked over and over by 

people who resist the gospel.  They want to live THEIR lives THEIR way and refuse to admit 

that they are sinners.  Thus they decide to believe that all people will get to heaven no matter 

how they live. 

 

Paul lists the reasons these people will suffer punishment: (1) They do not know God.  They 

have made up their own idea of God.  “He is a God of love” they say.  Yes He is!  But He is also 

a God of holiness and justice.  (2) They do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ.  God expressed 

His justice and love for people by Christ taking the penalty for their sins. He has made the way 

of salvation.  But they refused to accept it. 

 

The holiness of God demands a penalty for sin.  If the wicked were allowed into Heaven it would 

not be paradise.  It would be just like the sin-warped world in which we now live.  “Everlasting 

destruction” does not mean that the souls of the wicked will eventually be annihilated nor does it 

mean they will eventually be saved.  If the punishment ends, it is not eternal.  This statement in 

1:9 parallels Paul’s statement in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 that believers will forever be with the 

Lord.  If the punishment of Hell has an ending, does the joy of Heaven have one too?  Paul 

describes this punishment as being “shut out from the presence of the Lord.”  The world has 

always wanted an existence without God and so they will get their wish. 

 

No one likes to think about Hell.  Some preachers today even deny the existence of Hell or just 

avoid talking about it!  However, in the gospels, we find that Jesus talked more about Hell than 

He did about Heaven!  I believe when Jesus or Paul or the other New Testament writers spoke of 

Hell they did so with tears in their eyes.  It was out of deep concern for people that they shared 

the horrors of an eternal Hell.  This should be our motivation as well.  Are we actively 

“snatching people out of the fire?” 
 

John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does  

not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the 

name of God's one and only Son. (see also John 3:16-21) 

 


