
REVELATION: THE SUFFERING CHURCH 

Thursday, September 19 

Reading: Revelation 2:8-11 
 

Revelation 2:10  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some  
of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point  
of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.  

 

About 40 miles northwest of Ephesus sat the major seaport of Smyrna. It was a very prosperous 

city and boasted that it was the most beautiful city in Asia. It was a center for Emperor worship. 

Everyone was required to burn incense to Caesar and proclaim “Caesar is Lord.” You could not 

even enter the city market without burning incense to the Emperor. When Christians refused to 

do this, they lost all privileges as citizens, lost their jobs, and even risked losing their life. 

 

No wonder Jesus recognizes their extreme poverty and afflictions! But in fact they were rich 

because they belonged to Christ. They were storing up “treasures in heaven.” They were being 

persecuted by both Romans and Jews. As a recognized religion in the empire, Judaism was 

exempt from offering sacrifices to Caesar. But they turned in any Christian who refused to do so. 

That is why Jesus calls them “a synagogue of Satan.” They claimed to be descendants of 

Abraham but did not show the faith of Abraham. They were acting like their true father Satan 

(see also John 8:37-47). 

 

Christ’s instruction to this Suffering Church is BE FEARLESS! Though their suffering will 

intensify it would only be for a short time. It must have been a comfort to know that this time of 

persecution would end. Christ also tells them to BE FAITHFUL! With Christ’s presence in their 

midst they could endure this persecution. They would be rewarded with eternal life as their 

“victor’s crown” by the Lord. These who faced the threat of imminent death are promised that 

they “will not be hurt by the second death” – eternal separation from the love and mercy of God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “I Know Your Afflictions.” It is interesting that Jesus has no words of 

condemnation or warning for this suffering church – only encouragement. It should be no 

surprise that a suffering church is a pure church. Persecution has a way of “weeding out” false 

believers and strengthening the faith of the true. Can it be that the church in America is weak 

because we don’t know what persecution really is? Would we be able to stand if loving Christ 

became illegal in our country? How strong is our faith?  

 

LESSON TWO: “You Will Suffer Persecution.” The numbers (or at least the recognition) of 

Christians persecuted for their faith is growing larger. It has been estimated that more Christians 

were killed for their faith in the 20
th

 century than in all the other centuries combined. Satan is at 

work attacking the Church of Jesus Christ, but as in the days of John and those that followed 

him, there are believers who have remained “faithful to the point of death.” Suffering believers 

can take comfort in the words of Christ: 
 

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation; but 

be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”  (John 16:33) 
 

Has our easy lives in America quieted the cry of our suffering brothers and sisters in our ears?  

Do we plead with God for those who are suffering for their faith that they might be fearless and 

faithful?   
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 46-48; 2 Thessalonians 2 


