
PROVERBS 1-9: YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED… 

Sunday, September 19 

Reading: Proverbs 9:1-18 
 

Proverbs 9:4  “Let all who are simple come to my house!” To those who have no sense she says, 5  “Come, 

eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. 6  Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of 

insight.” 
 

This first section of Proverbs wraps up with a review of many of the themes and an invitation to 

choose between the way of wisdom and the path of folly by presenting two banquets. 

 

WISDOM’S BANQUET (9:1-6) – Lady Wisdom has built a beautiful mansion with seven 

pillars. She has provided a sumptuous feast of meat and fine wine. In ancient times, meat was not 

a standard at every meal. It was reserved for special occasions and religious festivals. Lady 

Wisdom has spared no expense! She has sent out her servants with the invitation and she herself 

calls from “the highest point of the city” to those who will listen. The only requirement is that a 

person turns from foolish ways to  embrace wisdom. 

 

FOLLY’S BANQUET (9:13-18) – Folly is pictured as an “unruly woman;” one who is foolish 

and “knows nothing.” Unlike Lady Wisdom’s diligent preparations, Madam Folly does not even 

bother to get up. She does not send out messengers but sits in her doorway inviting people to 

come in. Folly is deceptive. Her words of invitation are almost identical to those of Lady 

Wisdom. But her food is much different! Instead of a table spread with meat and fine wine, 

Madam Folly offers “stolen water…and food eaten in secret.” This hints back to chapter 5 where 

water refers to sexual relations. She is offering a secret rendezvous that is sweet and delicious, 

but deadly!  

 

Between these two descriptions is the heart of the book of Proverbs (9:7-12). It contrasts the one 

who rejects wisdom (the mocker) and the one who follows by heeding wisdom’s call. The mark 

of a wise person is one who can learn from rebuke. The mocker refuses to accept correction and 

will turn on the one who dared to reprove them. But the wise are teachable. They accept and 

learn from the correction. Following wisdom brings reward while rejecting it brings suffering. 

 

At the heart of this discussion the key thought of Proverbs is repeated. “The fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (9:10).  
 

“The choice is not good conduct versus bad, though that choice is life-shaking; it is at bottom the choice between 

true worship and false, between Yahweh whose sovereignty and order make wisdom what she is and the fatal 

attractions of immorality and idolatry for whom folly is the pitchwoman.” 
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What is your choice?  
 

 

 
1
  David A. Hubbard. Proverbs (The Preacher’s Commentary, vol 15), 133 

 


