
ROMANS 1-8: I SEE DEAD PEOPLE 

Friday, September 18 

Reading: Romans 6 
 

Romans 6:11  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13  Do not  

offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God,  

as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as  

instruments of righteousness. 14  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law,  

but under grace. 
 

M. Night Shyamalan is known for his supernatural thrillers with surprise endings. In “The Sixth 

Sense” (1999), he introduces us to Cole Sear, a boy who sees dead people who walk around 

among the living unaware they are dead. The movie follows the efforts of child psychologist 

Malcolm Crowe to help him adjust. The movie was very well received and Cole’s statement “I 

see dead people!” became a catchphrase. (I’m not going to spoil the surprise ending! You’ll have 

to watch it for yourself.)
 

 

The Apostle Paul uses the illustration of “dead people” to describe how believers are to see 

themselves. We are “dead to sin but alive to God.” What does this mean? 

 

A dead body cannot respond to outward stimuli. It cannot be affected by temptations and desires. 

It is dead! Likewise, we are to consider ourselves dead and not allow sin to affect the way we 

live. Some Christians are spiritual zombies! They don’t realize that they “died with Christ” (6:6-

8) and so they live in sin and allow it to control their actions and attitudes. They make sin their 

master instead of believing that salvation has made them dead to sin!   

 

Paul uses another picture to describe our life without Christ - we were slaves to sin; it was our 

master (6:6; 16-23). Before Christ set us free, we had no choice but to give in to our evil desires. 

We could not NOT sin! Now that Christ has set us free we can CHOOSE not to sin. We become 

the slave of whatever we choose to obey. Paul urges us to give ourselves as slaves to God which 

leads to life. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God” (8:8). But with the Spirit 

of God living within us, we have the ability to live a life of righteousness. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “Our Old Self Was Crucified With Him.” Paul makes it clear that a true Christian cannot 

continue to live a sinful lifestyle. They are crucified with Christ, buried, and raised to new 

life. Christ is now our example and we are no longer slaves to the sin that had bound us. Sin 

is no longer in control! How do these images help you understand your relationship and 

responsibility to Christ better? 

 

2. So why don’t we live for God? Why do we allow sin to control us? It is because we forget to 

live by God’s grace! The Law points out that we are sinners but cannot motivate us to live 

right. Only God’s grace can overcome sin. Only by living in that grace can we defeat the 

power of sin in our lives. We must choose to have the power of God control our lives and not 

the power of sin. This is an everyday battle! That is why later Paul will urge us to “offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - - this is your spiritual act of worship. 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind…” (Romans 12:1-2).  
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Philemon 


