
REVELATION: THE CARELESS CHURCH 

Wednesday, September 18 

Reading: Revelation 2:1-7 
 

Revelation 2:4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5  Consider how  

far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 

remove your lampstand from its place. 
 

The seven churches in Revelation 2-3 are literal churches that John oversaw in the closing years 

of his life. They lay on a major Roman road and their order follows the “mail route” for Asia 

Minor. The problems addressed in these churches are the problems faced by churches in every 

generation in all places. 

 

Ephesus was the 4
th

 largest city in the Empire. It was an important port and commercial center 

and its Temple to Artemis/Diana was one of the 7 Wonders of the ancient world. The church in 

Ephesus had a distinguished history as well with Paul, Timothy, and John all pastoring at 

different times. They seemed to be a church that had it all together – right service, right doctrine, 

right attitude. But there was a problem: they had “forsaken the love you had at first.” Their love 

for Christ had grown cold. They were doing the work of the Lord while forgetting the Lord of 

the work. 

 

Jesus instructs this Careless Church to REMEMBER the great love they had for Christ when 

they were first saved, REPENT of their apathy and change their hearts to put the Lord first, and 

RETURN to a life devoted to Christ, living and sharing His love with others. Jesus warned them 

if they failed to do this, He would come and REMOVE their witness from the world (their 

‘lampstand’). “The one who is victorious” (mentioned in all 7 letters) is not some special class of 

Christian but refers to all believers who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior (see 1 John 

5:4-5). 

 

LESSON: “I Know Your Deeds.” Jesus states this at the beginning of His message to each 

church. This could be an encouraging or a fearful prospect. Jesus knows both the good and bad, 

the public and the private. He knows everything we do and the motives behind them as a church 

and as individuals. The 20
th

 century Quaker theologian Elton Trueblood said this about the 

decline of the church in America.   
 

"It used to be that Christianity was a revolutionary faith that turned the world upside down. But today  

Christians sit in Sunday morning church services looking at their watches, wondering what time dinner  

will be served, or thinking about the kickoff. And we hope that church won’t interfere with the things  

we would really rather be doing." 
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Like the church in Ephesus, too many churches today have grown cold. They have lost their love 

and zeal for the Lord. As we grow in our faith, our love and devotion for Christ should become 

stronger, not weaker. Programs, activities, and sound doctrine are useless without a love for 

Christ to back them. The love of Christ should be the motivation for everything we do in our 

lives. If it is not then we need to take Jesus’ words of correction to heart. Where is the focus of 

your service to the Lord – on activities or on the Savior? What is the focus of your church – on 

Christ or on programs? 
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  https://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/sermon-illustration-melvin-newland-quotes-bookofrevelation-

1549?ref=BundleDetails 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 43-45; 2 Thessalonians 1 


