
REVELATION: THE GLORIFIED CHRIST 

Tuesday, September 17 

Reading: Revelation 1:9-20 
 

Revelation 1:17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 

said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18  I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am 

alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
 

In his youth, the Apostle John had walked and talked with Jesus for over three years. He had 

been closer to Jesus than almost anyone. He even had a brief glimpse of His glory on the mount 

of transfiguration. Now as an old man he has been exiled to the slave labor colony on the island 

of Patmos about 10 miles off the coast of Asia Minor.  

 

The aged apostle, who had been one of Jesus’ closest friends during His earthly ministry, is now 

so struck with awe in His presence that he has no strength left and faints away. Christ lifts John 

up and encourages the apostle with the words “Do not be afraid” and reveals Who He is! 

 

He is the Eternal One! “I am the First and the Last.”  He holds the past and the future in His 

hands so there is no need to fear. 

 

He is the Living One! “I was dead and behold I am alive for ever and ever.” More than anyone 

else, John could relate to this statement from Jesus. He had stood at the foot of the cross and 

watched Jesus die. He had also been in the upper room on Sunday evening when the resurrected 

Jesus appeared and changed their gloom to joy. Christ lives forevermore to intercede and 

encourage His people. 

 

He is the Sovereign One! “I hold the keys of death and Hades.” Contrary to popular opinion, 

Satan does not rule in hell. In fact, he has never been there and is not looking forward to going! It 

is his eternal place of punishment. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who reigns over death and hell! 

Believers no longer need to fear death and the grave for we know that Christ has conquered 

death and has promised us “Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Because of the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus.” This phrase will be 

repeated with minor variations 6 times in the book of Revelation (1:2; 1:9; 6:9; 12:11; 12:17; 

20:4). This is our mission: to proclaim the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. John 

was exiled for doing it. The Tribulation saints are killed for doing it. The enemy is defeated by it. 

How well do you know God’s Word? Do apply it to your life today? Do you share the testimony 

of Jesus with others? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Write What You Have Seen, What Is Now, and What Will Take Place Later.” 

These words form a simple outline for the book of Revelation. “What you have seen” refers to 

the vision of Christ here in chapter 1. “What is now” refers to the letters Jesus gives to 7 

historical churches of John’s day (chapters 2-3). “What will take place later” refers to the rest of 

the book (chapters 4-22) which describe future events to John (and still future for us today).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 40-42; 1 Thessalonians 5 


