
ANSWERING THE CALL 

Monday, September 17 

Reading: Isaiah 6 
 

Isaiah 6:5  "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of  
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 6  Then one of the seraphs flew to me with  
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7  With it he touched my mouth and said,  
"See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 8  Then I heard the voice of  
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  
 

What happens when we have an encounter with God? Job repented in dust and ashes (Job 42:5-6).Daniel’s 

strength left him, he turned deathly pale and fell on his face (Daniel 10:8-9). Saul of Tarsus was blinded by the 

light and turned his life upside down (Acts 9). The apostle John fell at the feet of the glorified Christ like a dead 

man” (Revelation 1:17). When we see God for who He really is, it must change us! 

 

Isaiah describes his experience in chapter 6 of his book where he sees “the Lord seated on a throne, high and 

exalted.” Isaiah’s reaction to the glory and holiness of God gives us an example to follow. When he saw the 

Lord for who He is, Isaiah saw himself for who he was - a sinful, unworthy person. We will never be able to 

live for God (let alone serve Him) if we don’t come to the place where we realize God is holy and we are totally 

helpless to do things on our own. We must fall on our faces and cry out for the cleansing and power of God. 

 

God sends one of the seraphim to touch the prophet’s lips with a coal and pronounce him forgiven. Like Isaiah, 

we need an encounter with the Lord that brings conviction to our hearts of our utter unworthiness to stand 

before Him. This conviction will then lead to confession of sin and cleansing from the Lord. Before we can 

minister FOR the Lord, we must be ministered to BY the Lord.   

 

Now God issued a call for Isaiah to deliver His message to the people. With his eyes focused on God and his 

heart cleansed from sin, Isaiah responded, “Here am I. Send me!” Too often this is not the attitude of people in 

our churches today. They would rather say, “I like it here.  Send someone else!” Christians who say this have 

never considered the awesomeness of God. They may be saved, but they are content to let everyone around 

them “go to hell” instead of answering God’s call to witness. 

 

Sharing our faith will not always be easy. God told Isaiah that the people would not listen. They would close 

their eyes and cover their ears when he tried to give them God’s message. Jesus quoted Isaiah 6:9-10 when 

referring to the people of His generation and it could just as easily be applied to people today. 

 

Are we ready to answer God’s call? The Great Commission to spread the gospel to the entire world is for all 

believers. Have you embraced the awesomeness of God and your own helplessness so that He can use you? 

Will you answer “Here am I.  Send me!” 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 17-18; 1 Thessalonians 4 


