
ROMANS 1-8: FATHER ABRAHAM 

Wednesday, September 16 

Reading: Romans 4 
 

Romans 4:1  What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 

matter? 2  If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 

3  What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 

One of the favorite songs among church kids is “Father Abraham.” Many times I have led them 

in flapping their arms and legs and spinning around until I get a little dizzy. And the kids love it! 

The words to this energetic song say,  
 

Father Abraham had many sons / Many sons had Father Abraham 

I am one of them and so are you / So let’s just praise the Lord… 
 

Most of us are not children of Abraham by birth, but we are spiritual children of Abraham by 

exercising the faith that he had. Abraham’s righteousness did not come through anything he did, 

but because He believed God, took Him at His word, and obeyed. We learn three things about 

Abraham’s faith in Romans 4. 

 

Abraham’s faith was not based on actions he had performed (4:9-12). The Jewish people 

believed that circumcision was a necessary requirement to be right with God. But God declared 

Abraham righteous at least 13 years before he was circumcised (see Genesis 15:6 and Genesis 

17). Today, it is the same. We cannot earn salvation by doing good things or performing certain 

rituals (like baptism or taking communion). 

 

Abraham’s faith was not based on keeping a set of rules (4:13-17). The Law of Moses would not 

be given for over 500 years. Abraham did not have these rules to follow. All he had was faith in 

what God had told him. To Abraham’s descendants, the Law of Moses was considered to be the 

ultimate in God’s revelation to the world. They believed they could be saved by keeping all 

“God’s rules.” However, the opposite is true. Trying to keep all of God’s law simply shows us 

how impossible it is to do so. Those who believe in attaching a bunch of rules and regulations to 

salvation are missing the point. If we focus on God and live by faith, God will help us to live for 

Him. 

 

Abraham’s faith was not based on his own ability (4:18-25). God had promised to make him a 

great nation but he was old and had no children. Paul says that “he faced the fact that his body 

was as good as dead” (4:19)! Yet the impossibility of he and Sarah having a baby in their 

advanced age did not weaken his faith. He trusted that God could do the impossible!   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. True faith is shown in trusting God to do what we in our human strength cannot do. We can 

never earn salvation, but God can give it to us. We can never live holy lives on our own, but 

Christ can live through us. We can never be effective servants to do God’s work, but the 

Spirit can empower us for service. What are you putting your faith in?  

 

2. “Abraham In Hope Believed.” ‘Hope’ in Scripture is not the “I hope so” we hear so often 

today. It is a confident assurance that what God has promised will come to pass. How do you 

view the promises of God – “I hope they are true” or “I know for a fact that they are true”? 

How does this “sure hope” help you in your daily living for Christ? 
 

 

READ THE NT: Titus 2 


