
ROMANS 1-8: ALL HAVE SINNED 

Tuesday, September 15 

Reading: Romans 2-3 
 

Romans 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
 

Paul begins with the first step everyone must take to receive God’s salvation – admitting they are 

a sinner. In Romans 1:18-32, he had described the pagan world that rejected Christ in favor of 

their own selfish, sinful lusts and desires. Now he focuses on the religious world who believe 

they are OK because they don’t do the “terrible things those heathen do!” Chief among these 

people in Paul’s day were the Jews (2:17-19) who believed they were right with God simply 

because they were born “the Chosen People,” descended from Abraham. Likewise today, there 

are many who believe they are right with God simply because they go to church or had some 

religious experience. 

 

We often hear people use the reason that they are a good person to excuse their rejection of 

Christ. “I’m good enough so God will have to let me into heaven!” However, Paul states very 

clearly that NO ONE is good enough. In fact, without the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 

no one would ever even seek for God! When Paul says “all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (3:23), no one is left out. God does not measure by fallen human standards but by 

the standard of His own perfect holiness. 

 

The Jews of Paul’s day thought they could gain favor with God by obeying the Law of Moses. 

However, God did not give the Law in order for people to be saved but to reveal to them how 

sinful they really were and point them to their need for a Savior (3:19-20). 

 

So if we can’t be saved through being good and we can’t be saved by obeying the Law, where 

does that leave us?  Fortunately, Paul gives us the solution.   
 

Romans 3:21  But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22  This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23  for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24  and all are justified freely by his grace through 

the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Paul warns us that trusting in religious experience is not enough.  Just like the heathen are 

under the wrath of God, so “religious” people who stubbornly believe they are right with God 

and thus can live as they please are storing up God’s wrath as well. We are not saved by 

some outward ritual or merely saying the right prayer. Salvation changes us from the inside 

and brings about a circumcision (cutting away) of the hardness of our heart by the Holy Spirit 

(2:28-29). And God can only change us when we admit we have a sin-problem that only He 

can cure! 

 

2. Are you looking for “brownie points” with God to get you into heaven? That is useless. We 

must confess that we are not good enough, but Christ is! Only through faith in His 

righteousness given to the believing sinner through grace can we be made right with God and 

worthy of heaven. The law stands to remind us of God’s holiness. The cross stands to remind 

us of God’s grace and mercy. We cannot boast about how good we are (We’re not!). We 

cannot brag about keeping all the rules (We haven’t!). As Paul says in Galatians, “May I 

never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Galatians 6:14). 
 

READ THE NT: Titus 1 


