
2 & 3 JOHN: MISSIONARY MINDED 

Sunday, September 15 

Reading: 2 & 3 John  
 

3 John 1:5  Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though 
they are strangers to you. 6  They have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way  
in a manner that honors God. 7  It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help  
from the pagans. 8  We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that we may work together 
for the truth. 

 

The letters of 2 & 3 John are short “postcards” to individuals. Some think the “chosen lady” in    

2 John refers to a church, but I believe John is addressing a particular woman and her family. 

Perhaps the church met in her home and that is why he addresses the letter to her. Either way, the 

message is for all believers. 

 

3 John was written to a man named Gaius who may have been a convert of the apostle himself  

(3 John 1:4). John writes in praise of this man’s faithful walk and service for the Lord. He then 

deals with some problems occurring within his local church. 

 

In both of these letters John expresses his joy over hearing “that my children are walking in the 

truth” (2 John 1:4; 3 John 1:4). This was vital because many false teachers were spreading lies 

and heresy. There were many “missionaries” travelling around the Empire in John’s day who 

were dependent on the generosity of the people they taught for housing, food, and money to 

continue. Some of them were faithful “brothers and sisters” who went out “for the sake of the 

Name” to preach the gospel (3 John 1:5-7). However, others were false teachers and deceivers  

(2 John 1:7-9).   

 

John informs believers that by helping the true missionaries they are working together with them 

in spreading the truth (3 John 1:8). But when believers assist false teachers they are sharing in 

their wicked work. John tells believers not to welcome them into their homes and churches        

(2 John 1:10-11). 

 

The message is clear: We must be careful whom we support and where we give our money. Is 

the ministry or organization we support spreading the truth or are they part of Satan’s lies?   

 

LESSON ONE: “That We May Work Together for the Truth.” How missionary minded are you? 

What part do you play in getting the gospel to those in your community? Your country? Your 

world? Are you praying for the missionaries you and your church support? 

 

LESSON TWO: “For the Sake of the Name They Went Out.” John gives us some characteristics 

of true “missionaries”. Their motives are pure - they go out “for the sake of the Name” of Jesus 

and not for personal wealth, glory, or fame. Their finances are pure - they did not take “help for 

the pagans.” False teachers don’t care where their money comes from, but true ministers want it 

to be clear that the gospel is “NOT FOR SALE”!!! What organizations/ministries do you 

support? Do they conduct themselves in a manner that honors God?    
 

 


