
ROMANS 1-8: THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 

Monday, September 14 

Reading: Romans 1 
 

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation  
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17  For in the gospel the righteousness  
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous  
will live by faith.” 

 

The book of Romans is the Apostle Paul’s masterpiece about how to know and live the gospel. It 

is the clearest presentation of God’s plan of salvation in the New Testament. The theme of the 

book is the revelation of the righteousness of God. Several big theological words are defined in 

this book. ‘Justification’ is God’s act of declaring the guilty sinner to be righteous because of the 

blood of Christ when we believe. ‘Sanctification’ is the ongoing process in which the believer 

grows to be more like Christ. ‘Glorification’ is the final stage when we reach heaven and God 

will finish the work and perfect us. 

 

AUTHOR: The Apostle Paul wrote this letter toward the end of his 3
rd

 missionary journey. He 

wrote it to “all in Rome who are loved by God.” That Paul did not address his letter to the church 

at Rome may be because there would likely be several different churches in such a large city and 

Paul wanted to address his letter to all of them. Paul wrote this letter during his time in Corinth 

before leaving with the love gift for the Jerusalem church (Romans 15:25-27; Acts 20:2-3). The 

date is early winter or late spring in the year AD 57 or 58. In this letter Paul gives a detailed 

description of the gospel he preaches and tells of his desire to visit them in Rome.  

 

OUTLINE OF ROMANS 

(1)  God’s Righteousness Shown in Condemnation of Sin  Romans 1-3 

(2)  God’s Righteousness Shown in Justification   Romans 4-5 

(3)  God’s Righteousness Shown in Sanctification   Romans 6-8 

(4)  God’s Righteousness Shown in His Dealings with Israel Romans 9-11 

(5)  God’s Righteousness Shown in Transforming Lives  Romans 12-16 

 

The churches in Rome were likely started by visitors who were saved on the Day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2:10) and returned home to share their new faith. Paul had wanted to go to Rome and 

strengthen the faith of these believers for some time but had not been able to until now. Though 

Paul does not know it yet, he will eventually reach Rome in a few years as a prisoner in chains. 

Paul was not afraid to share the gospel because he knew it was the power of God that brought 

salvation to all who believe. He spends half of his letter explaining what it means that “the 

righteous will live by faith.” Are you bold in sharing your faith through God’s power working in 

you? 

 

THE ROMANS ROAD 

(1) All have sinned – Romans 3:23 

(2) Wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life – Romans 6:23 

(3) Christ died for our sins – Romans 5:8 

(4) Confess that Jesus is Lord – Romans 10:9, 13  

(5) We are justified by faith – Romans 5:1  

(6) No condemnation for those in Christ – Romans 8:1 

(7) Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ – Romans 8:38-39 
 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Timothy 4 


