
WOE! WOE! WOE! 

Friday, September 14 

Reading: Isaiah 5 
 

Isaiah 5:7  The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah  

are the vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness,  

but heard cries of distress. 
 

The start of this chapter is often called “the song of the vineyard” (5:1-7). Isaiah compares 

Israel to a vineyard that God planted and cared for. But instead of producing a healthy crop it 

only yielded “bad fruit.” Thus God determined to take away His protection and allow it to be 

trampled. What brings a nation to this point? 
 

Isaiah defines this bad fruit in six “woes” that reveal Judah’s sins. The first woe reveals their 

greed (5:8-10). They were buying up houses and fields at the expense of the poor. So God 

decreed that their mansions and fields would be left barren. 
 

The second woe involves their pursuit of worldly pleasure (5:11-17). Drunkenness and 

partying take the place of respect for God. Thus God will send them into exile; they will be 

brought low while God will be exalted. 
 

The third woe is aimed at people who are so tied to their sins that they challenge the Lord to 

judge them (5:18-19). They mock God’s power and ability to condemn. 
 

The fourth woe is against people who “call evil good and good evil” (5:20). They say their 

sinful ways are right and that it is God’s ways that are wrong. 
 

The final two woes are aimed at the leaders (5:21-23). They are filled with pride and think 

they don’t need God. They pervert justice for drinks and bribes. Isaiah closes the chapter 

with a vivid description of the attack of enemy nations that God has called to punish this 

obstinate people (5:24-30). 
 

During her address at the 2017 National Day of Prayer in Washington D.C., Billy Graham’s 

daughter Anne Graham Lotz listed 12 “national sins” for which we need to repent. Many of 

these sins echo the “woes” recorded in Isaiah 5. 
1
 She stated: 

 

“I believe we are going through a time in our nation that I would describe a spiritual drought. If this is so 

and if the problems in our nation are coming because God is missing, then issuing an executive order will 

not fix that, and politics will not fix that, and immigration reform, and health reform, and some of these 

other things will not fix that. The only thing that will fix that is if God’s people, who are called by God’s 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek His face and turn from our wicked ways.” 
2
 

 

As God’s people, we need to pray for our nation. As Thomas Jefferson once said, “I tremble for 

my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever.” 
3 

 

1
  See her list in the PRAYER REQUESTS section of this week’s devotions. 

2
  https://www.christianpost.com/news/anne-graham-lotz-confesses-12-national-sins-of-america-at-national-day-of-

prayer-observance-182617/ 
3
  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_jefferson_157225 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 15-16; 1 Thessalonians 3 


