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IT’S ALL ABOUT HIM 
Thursday, September 14 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:4  On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the 

gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5  You know we never used 

flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6  We were not looking for 

praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have 

asserted our authority. 

 

Names of bygone years like Jimmy Swaggart and Jim Bakker, usually bring one thing to mind - - 

- scandal!  But these “celebrity” preachers are far from alone in their fall from grace.  Hundreds 

of pastors from every size church have fallen and lost their testimony.  What is one of the chief 

reasons so many preachers fall into sin?  I believe it is because they forgot that the ministry is 

about Christ and decided it was all about THEM - - - what THEY could get out of it! 

 

Paul is facing this charge as he writes his first letter to the Thessalonians.  False teachers in the 

church are challenging his authority so they can take advantage of these new believers for their 

own profit.  They used “watered-down” preaching and flattering words to draw people to their 

message and “ministry.”  In other words, they told people what they wanted to hear. 

 

In contrast, Paul presents his ministry as one that was given him by God.  He was not in it for 

power, money, or fame.  He knew that it was God to whom he was accountable and not men.  

Later in his ministry, Paul was able to declare that he had taught the “whole council of God” 

(Acts 20:27) not just what would tickle people’s ears.  A preacher begins to fall when he loses 

sight of the Lord and begins to think more about himself and what his words and actions might 

do for his reputation.  Paul was concerned with the glory of God, not the glory of Paul. 

 

All Christians can fall into this trap, but pastors are particularly vulnerable because they are 

leaders and Satan loves to tear down God’s leaders.  We, as members of the church family, must 

be in daily prayer for our pastors.  Paul ends both of his letters to the Thessalonians with this 

appeal for prayer.  If we want God to bless the church we must be in continuous prayer for each 

other and especially for those God has placed in leadership over us. 

 

How often do you pray for your pastor?  For the leaders in your church?  For the teachers?  For 

the children’s workers?  For the ministry team leaders?  We should pray for their spiritual 

growth, their protection from the enemy, and their continued focus on Christ.  IT’S ALL 

ABOUT HIM! 
 


