
ROMANS: GO TEAM! 

Friday, September 13 

Reading: Romans 16:1-16 
 

Romans 16:16  Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings. 
 

A person who prefers to work alone or does not work well with others is often called a lone 

ranger. The idiom comes from the fictional western hero that originated in early 30’s radio 

adventures. The Lone Ranger got his name from the fact that he was the lone survivor from a 

group of Texas Rangers ambushed by outlaws. In fact, the Lone Ranger seldom worked alone. 

He was usually accompanied by his faithful Native American friend Tonto.  

 

Paul was not a “lone ranger” in any sense of the term. He surrounded himself with many partners 

in ministry. Though Paul had never personally visited Rome when he wrote this letter, it is 

amazing that Romans 16 lists thirty-six people by name and many others simply by association 

(i.e. “his mother” and “his sister”) whom Paul knew. The apostle uses a variety of titles to 

describe these people. “Co-workers, dear friends, hard workers in the Lord, and chosen in the 

Lord” are all terms of great affection. All of this tells us that ministry is not about programs and 

procedures. It is about PEOPLE!   

 

The church needs a TEAM-spirit while serving the Lord. It is not about one person; it is about 

working together to honor our Savior. The ultimate goal is “to the only wise God be glory 

forever through Jesus Christ” (16:27). 

 

LESSON ONE: “Greet…” The church in Rome was an example of the unity and love that should 

exist between believers despite all barriers. In his list of names are slaves and nobility, Jews and 

Gentiles, men and women. And they all worked together to serve the Lord and spread the 

message of Jesus. What “barriers” do you see in the church today? How are you working 

together to break down these barriers? Are you a part of the TEAM at your church?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Greet One Another with a Holy Kiss.” A kiss on the check is still a standard 

greeting among people in the Middle East today. In our culture we might substitute a firm 

handshake or a “holy hug.” The point is as Christians we are to greet one another with affection 

and the love of Christ. We are family! Do you welcome people warmly? Can others see the love 

of Christ in your life? 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 32-35; 1 Thessalonians 3 


