
ONLY HOPE 

Thursday, September 13 

Reading: Isaiah 3-4 
 

Isaiah 4:2  In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the  
land will be the pride and glory of the survivors in Israel. 3  Those who are left in Zion, who remain  
in Jerusalem, will be called holy… 
 

The director of a medical clinic told of a terminally ill young man who came in for his usual 

treatment. A new doctor who was on duty said to him casually and cruelly, “You know, don’t 

you, that you won’t live out the year?” As the young man left, he stopped by the director’s desk 

and wept. “That man took away my hope,” he blurted out. “I guess he did,” replied the director. 

“Maybe it’s time to find a new one.” 
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In the previous chapter, Isaiah had listed all the things the people of Judah had set their hopes on 

– their wealth, their military might, and their leaders. But now God is about to strip all that away.  
 

Isaiah 3:1  See now, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah both supply  

and support: all supplies of food and all supplies of water, 2  the hero and the warrior, the judge and the  

prophet, the diviner and the elder, 3  the captain of fifty and the man of rank, the counselor, skilled craftsman  

and clever enchanter. 

 

With their hopes shattered and their leaders gone, the people will become desperate. They will 

turn on each other (3:5) and follow anyone for any reason (3:6-7) God accuses several groups for 

this coming judgment. First, He looks at the people who flaunt their sin in public and shake their 

fists in God’s face (3:8-9). He next turns to their leaders who were leading the people astray and 

crushing and grinding the poor under foot for their own profit (3:12-15). The last group God 

calls out is the women of Judah. They are conceited and attempt to lure men with their beguiling 

ways (3:16). God’s judgment on these wanton women is a picture of the devastation and 

humiliation the whole nation would face because of their sin (3:17 – 4:1). 
 

But just when all seems hopeless, God gives them a new hope (4:2-6). “The Branch of the Lord” 

would come. Isaiah uses this title here and in chapter 11. It will also be used later by the prophets 

Jeremiah (23:5; 33:15) and Zechariah (3:8; 6:12). It is a name for the coming Messiah! God’s 

judgment would not be total! “Those who are left in Zion…will be called holy.” They will 

receive forgiveness and be cleansed from their sins. God’s presence will be with them just as it 

was in the days of Moses in the wilderness –a cloud of smoke by day and fire by night. Messiah 

the Branch is their only hope. 
 

Today God’s message is the same. We often put our hope in people and earthly possessions 

which do not last and will fail. We can be filled with pride and “defy [God’s] glorious presence” 

(3:8). Our sins must bring down God’s righteous judgment! Our only hope is in the Messiah – 

Jesus Christ, who died and rose again to give us the hope of eternal life.  
 

Romans 15:12   And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, One who will arise to rule over the 

nations; in Him the Gentiles will hope.” 13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 

Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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  https://bible.org/illustration/hope-springs-eternal 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 13-14; 1 Thessalonians 2 


