
DEVOTIONS FOR COLOSSIANS 3 - 1 THESSALONIANS 3 
 
 
 

HURRY UP & WAIT 

Wednesday, September 13 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9  for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how  

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

 

In 1988, a former NASA engineer and Bible student published a book called 88 Reasons Why 

the Rapture Will Be In 1988.  In this book, Edgar Whisenaut presented “undeniable proof” that 

Christ would return between September 11th & 13th of that year.  "Only if the Bible is in error 

am I wrong; and I say that to every preacher in town.”  He mailed 300,000 copies of the book to 

ministers around the country free of charge and 4.5 million more copies were sold.  Some 

Christians took him seriously.  As the date approached, regular programming on one Christian 

TV network was interrupted to provide special instructions on preparing for the rapture.  Then, in 

September - - - nothing happened!  Whisenaut published several more books claiming the date of 

Christ’s return in ’89, ’93, and ’94 but drew little attention. 
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“Date-setting” has been a problem in the church since its foundation.  Later in this letter, Paul 

will deal with a group that taught Christ’s return had already happened.  So what does Paul mean 

when he says believers are to “wait for His Son from heaven”?   

 

These verses give us an outline for our Christian lives.  There are three key verbs Paul uses to 

describe what we as believers have done and should be doing - - - “turned, serve, and wait.”  We 

have expressed our faith by turning from the useless things of the world to God.  We now show 

our love for Christ by serving Him.  And we live our lives with confidence because we have the 

blessed hope of Christ’s return.  Paul expressed this in a different way earlier in this chapter. 
 

1 Thess. 1:3  We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 

 prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Far from bringing fear and anxiety into our lives, the return of Christ should inspire hope, love, 

and reinvigorated service.  When we realize that Christ will come and set all things right, the 

problems and temptations this world throws at us lose their power.  When we realize the many 

friends, family, and acquaintances that have not put their faith in Christ, our witness and service 

should become a priority before it is too late!   To “wait” for Christ’s return is to be busy doing 

His work until He comes.  So hurry up and wait! 
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