
STANDING APART 

Tuesday, September 12 

Reading: 1 Kings 16-17 
 

1 Kings 17:1  Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I 

serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word."  
 

The history of the northern kingdom of Israel is full of bloody revolutions, assassinations, and the murder of 

entire families. In its 200-year history, 19 kings from 9 different dynasties ruled. And not a single one of them 

was faithful to God. None was more wicked than King Ahab. Through his marriage to the Phoenician princess 

Jezebel, he introduced Baal worship into the country’s already mixed religious background. He “did more evil 

in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him.”   

 

Enter Elijah the Prophet! We know almost nothing about his background except he is from Gilead on the other 

side of the Jordan River. He boldly marches into the king’s palace and proclaims God’s message: “As the Lord, 

the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my 

word.” Then as suddenly as he appeared, Elijah vanishes without a trace. 

 

God hides His prophet away by a brook and sends ravines to provide him with food. When the brook dries up, 

the Lord sends Elijah into Jezebel’s home territory and miraculously gives a widow and her son a never-ending 

flow of oil and flour to feed them all through the famine. God provides again, even in the heart of “Baal 

country.” 

 

After some time, the widow’s son becomes ill and dies. Heartbroken, his mother blames Elijah. Then Elijah 

does the incredible. He takes the boy upstairs and prays to the Lord to “let this boy’s life return to him!” God’s 

answer is the first resurrection recorded in the Bible. This miracle confirms for the Gentile woman that Elijah is 

indeed a man of God and that “the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth.”  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Elijah stepped forward at a time when God’s Word and godly values were under attack. He was part of a 

small minority who stood for God against the forces of the government and society in general. What was 

Elijah’s secret? He was a man of prayer (see James 5:16-18). Do you have the boldness to stand apart for 

God’s truth despite the opposition around you? How do you see your prayer life strengthening your faith? 

 

2. We see a growth in faith from this heathen widow. She was preparing a final meal before starving to death 

when Elijah arrives. However, at his request, she was willing to first prepare food for Elijah. Each day her 

faith grew as she saw God provide for their needs over and over again. Her final response of faith comes 

after God has raised her son from death. Now she can boldly say that God’s word is true. Where are you on 

your journey of faith in Christ? Is it growing? Do you trust Him each day to provide for your needs? Like 

this widow, it all begins with thinking of others first and trusting God with what you have so He can use it 

for His glory! 
 


