
ROMANS: PAUL’S STATEGY AND PLANS 

Thursday, September 12 

Reading: Romans 15:14-33 
 

Romans 15:17  Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18  I will not venture to speak of 
anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I  
have said and done— 

 

These verses give us a glimpse of the Apostle Paul’s ministry strategy. 

 

CONFIDENCE IN THEIR FAITH (15:14-16) – Though he had never met most of the Christians 

in Rome, he was confident in their faith. He wrote this letter to remind them of their duty to be 

right with God and to walk with God. 

 

HUMILITY IN SERVICE (15:17-19) – God had used Paul in mighty ways, even performing 

miracles through him. Yet Paul was not boastful about what he had done, but rejoiced in what 

God had done through him. 

 

CONCERN FOR THE LOST (15:20-22) - The driving ambition of Paul’s life was to reach 

people who had never heard the name of Christ. Paul’s concern that everyone have a chance to 

hear the gospel compelled him to concentrate his efforts on people who had never heard. For this 

reason, he had been delaying his trip to Rome because there was already a strong church there. 

 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE (15:23-33) – Paul felt his work was finished in Asia and Greece as 

enough churches had been established to finish the job of spreading the gospel. He was planning 

to stop in Rome to see these believers on his way to Spain. But first he was going to Jerusalem 

with an offering from the Gentile churches for the struggling Jerusalem church.  

 

LESSON ONE: “It has Always Been My Ambition to Preach the Gospel Where Christ was Not 

Known.” Sometimes it seems churches today are “preaching to the choir.” We feel comfortable 

in our own buildings and services and do not take the gospel out to places where people may not 

have heard about Jesus. Paul reminds us that we need to be reaching those who have never heard, 

both around the world and in our own communities. Where are some areas near you that need to 

hear the gospel? What can you do to reach them for Jesus Christ? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Join Me in My Struggle by Praying to God for Me.” Paul had two concerns for 

this trip to Jerusalem. One was for safety. The Jerusalem leaders had already tried to kill him 

once before (Acts 9:28-30). His second concern was for acceptance. The Jewish believers had a 

hard time accepting Gentiles (Acts 10-11; 15). Paul prayed that this monetary gift would 

strengthen the bonds between Jew and Gentile Christians by showing the love and concern the 

Gentiles had for their Jewish brothers and sisters. Paul’s desire to get to Rome was fulfilled in an 

unexpected way. He was arrested in Jerusalem and sent to Rome for trial. He got to Rome and 

the trip was paid for the government. Paul made his plans but knew that in the end everything 

would happen “by God’s will.” Do we share our concerns so others can pray with us? As we 

make plans, do we make space for God to change them according to His will? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 29-31; 1 Thessalonians 2 


