
HONEY AND VINEGAR 

Wednesday, September 12 

Reading: Isaiah 2 
 

Isaiah 2:5  Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
 

“You catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.” This phrase confuses me. First, why would 

anyone want to catch flies in the first place? Second, many flies are actually attracted to vinegar 

because it smells like rotten fruit, which they love. 
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  That being said, one basic meaning of this 

proverb is that positive words and attitudes (honey) are more effective than negative words and 

attitudes (vinegar). 

 

To reach people’s hearts God uses both positive and negative appeals. The prophecies of Isaiah 

warn of judgment but also foretell of a glorious future. Isaiah 2 is an example of these two calls 

of the Lord. 

 

GLORIOUS FUTURE: “The last days” refer to God’s glorious future for His people when 

Messiah returns to reign (2:1-5). Throughout its history, many nations had come to attack and 

destroy Jerusalem. But then they will come to worship the Lord and have Him teach them His 

ways. The last half of Isaiah 2:4 has famously been taken by the United Nations as its motto. But 

they ignore the fact that this great peace can only be achieved when the Lord “will judge 

between the nations.” Only then will they not “train for war anymore.” In light of this glorious 

future, Isaiah exhorts the Jewish people to “walk in the light of the LORD” right now!  

 

DAY OF THE LORD: Isaiah now returns to the present where God’s judgment is about to fall 

on Judah because of their sin. They are trusting in everything but God to save them. Isaiah gives 

a list of their false hopes: the pagan customs of other nations (2:6), their great prosperity (2:7a), 

their military might (2:7b), and their false gods (2:8). Though they seem strong the “people will 

be brought low and everyone humbled” (2:9-18). Three times it is said that they will go and hide 

in the rocks and caves “from the fearful presence of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty!” 

(2:10, 19, 21). Because of this terrible day of judgment, Isaiah pleads with the people to stop 

trusting in human wisdom and strength and turn back to the Lord (2:22). 

 

The message of salvation is not all roses and rainbows. In order to understand their need for 

salvation people must understand the holiness of God and His hatred of sin. This is not a 

message people today want to hear. They want the glorious future home in heaven but do not 

want to live for the Lord while they’re here on earth!  

 

The Gospel message is both vinegar and honey. It is a bitter message of God’s judgment for 

those who refuse to believe. This leaves a bad taste in many mouths. But it is also a sweet 

message of God’s forgiveness through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. As we present the Gospel we 

must be sure to remind people of their hopeless sinful condition and point them to the Savior 

who alone can guarantee their salvation. 
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   https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/39619/origin-and-meaning-of-you-catch-more-flies-with-honey-

than-you-do-with-vinegar 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jeremiah 11-12; 1 Thessalonians 1 


