
ACTS: RESPONDING TO ADVERSITY 

Saturday, September 12 

Reading: Acts 21-22 
 

Acts 21:27  When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at  
the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, 28  shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This  
is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides,  
he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place." 

 

Nick Saban, head football coach for the University of Alabama said, “One thing about 

championship teams is that they're resilient. No matter what is thrown at them, no matter how 

deep the hole, they find a way to bounce back and overcome adversity.” 
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  This is not only true in 

football, but also in the Christian life. How we respond to adversity will determine how we grow 

in our walk with Christ. 

 

After decades of traveling across Asia and Europe for Christ, Paul was returning to Jerusalem 

with money from the Gentile churches to support their Jewish brothers and sisters. When the 

apostle Paul arrived in Jerusalem he was going to face adversity on several fronts. First, though 

the leadership of the church welcomed him, many Jewish Christians who still held to the rituals 

of the Law believed false reports about Paul’s work. The leaders ask Paul to participate in a 

Jewish ritual at the Temple in order to defuse the lies these Jews had heard. How did Paul 

respond to this mistrust by some of the Jerusalem believers? He agreed to participate in the 

Temple ceremony.   

 

Some people believe that Paul was wrong to do this; some even say he was sinning. I don’t 

believe this to be true! Paul was simply practicing what he had taught earlier: 
 

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20  To 

the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though 

I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law…22  …I have become all things to all men so 

that by all possible means I might save some.  (1 Corinthians 9:19-22) 

 

As the days of this ceremony were winding down Paul faced another trial. Some Jews from Asia 

saw him in the Temple. They had seen him previously in the city with some Gentile believers 

and erroneously jumped to the conclusion that he had brought them into the Temple thus defiling 

it according Jewish law. They attack Paul and almost beat him to death before the Roman 

soldiers come and rescue him. How did Paul respond to this? He shared his testimony and 

preached the gospel to the hostile crowd that wanted to kill him! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

How do you respond to adversity? Charles Spurgeon once said, “If we cannot believe God when 

circumstances seem to be against us, we do not believe Him at all.” 
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  Can you trust God when 

things are going bad, knowing that He has a purpose and can use your adversity to build you up 

and help you minister to others? 
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  http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/adversity.html 
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