
THEMES OF ISAIAH 

Tuesday, September 11 

Reading: Isaiah 1 
 

Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like  
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  

 

In journalism class, they teach you the “5 W’s” – who, what, where, when, and why. Answering 

these questions is what makes a good news article. And if you want to grab the attention of your 

reader, you must do so in the first sentence or two of your story. Isaiah 1 serves this purpose in 

the prophet’s book. Instead of starting with his call to ministry (recorded in chapter 6), Isaiah 

begins with the reason for his call by God – the who, what, where, when, and why of his 

prophecies. This opening chapter highlights many of the key themes that will be expanded 

throughout his book. 

 

SINS OF JUDAH – God brings several charges against the nation. First, they are rebellious (1:1-

9). Unlike animals who know their masters, His children have forsaken God. Their head and 

hearts are diseased. Second, they are “religious” (1:10-15). It must have shaken the people to 

hear themselves referred to as Sodom and Gomorrah. They still sacrificed at the Temple. They 

still celebrated the holy feasts. They still prayed to God. But they are empty words offered from 

empty hearts. God calls their “worship” meaningless, detestable, worthless, a burden, and a 

trampling of His courts. He takes no pleasure in their empty “worship.” In fact He hates it! They 

are going through the motions of religion but have no relationship with God. 
 

CALL FOR REPENTANCE – God calls them to “stop doing wrong [and] learn to do right.” It is 

a call for justice and caring for the oppressed and helpless (1:16-17). He then makes a promise 

that if they are willing and obedient He will wash their sins “as white as snow” (1:18-20). 
 

DANGER OF JUDGMENT – Jerusalem had once been “the faithful city” but is now like a 

prostitute, seeking anything except the Lord to give them pleasure. God uses the worst elements 

of society to describe their condition (1:21-23). Thus God will bring judgment. But His purpose 

is not to destroy but to purify them, as dross and impurities are purged from silver in a furnace 

(1:24-26).  
 

PROMISE OF SALVATION – God wants to restore them to the days when they trusted Him so 

that once again the nation may become “the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City: (1:27-31). 

He will deliver Zion and they will be ashamed of their past idolatry. These verses refer to the 

time of the Millennium when Messiah reigns (a theme scattered throughout Isaiah’s prophecies).  
 

The sins of rebellion and empty religion hang heavy over the world today. A majority of the 

world rejects and rebels against their Creator and many religious people think their good deeds 

will get them into heaven but ignore a personal relationship with Christ. 
 

We need to listen to Isaiah’s warning and heed his call to repentance. God’s judgment is just as 

real today as it was 2700 years ago. But God’s promise of salvation is also available through 

Jesus Christ whom Isaiah looks forward to throughout his writings. Which call will you heed? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 9-10; Colossians 4 
 


