
ACTS: PAUL’S MISSIONARY STRATEGY 

Thursday, September 10 

Reading: Acts 13-14 
 

Acts 14:21  They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned  
to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22  strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the 
faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 23  Paul and Barnabas 
appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom 
they had put their trust. 

 

The Holy Spirit called Saul (later Paul) and Barnabas for the first foreign missions campaign. 

The church in Antioch prayed and blessed their journey, but it was really the Holy Spirit who 

had sent them. They meet with both success and persecution.  

 

Missions associations have learned the hard way that there is no “one size fits all” mission’s 

strategy. Just because it works in America doesn’t mean it will work on the mission field. The 

best missions’ strategy can be found in God’s Word. The end of Acts 14 details part of Paul’s 

missions’ strategy for establishing strong churches. 

 

1. His message was centered on the gospel, not some “feel good” self-help philosophy  

(14:7, 21; see also 13:16-41). 

2. He spent time strengthening and encouraging new believers in their faith (14:22a). 

3. He didn’t paint them an “everything is coming up roses” picture of their faith.  He told  

them that there would be trials and hardships (14:22b). 

4. He prayerfully appointed local leaders to guide the new churches and committed them  

to the Lord’s care (14:23). 

5. He reported and celebrated what God had done with the Antioch church that had sent  

him on his mission (14:27). 

 

That’s good stuff for today’s missionaries (and missions committees)! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. With all the “alternative” gospels out there, we must keep the true gospel central. One goal is 

to encourage and train “in-country” leaders to take over and continue the work once the 

missionary is gone. We must remember the work of Christ is challenging and we should not 

get discouraged when results are not what we expect. If we are following God’s call, then we 

can leave the results with Him. We must remember to pray and support those who are doing 

the Lord’s work. Missionaries should help in this regard by keeping those who support them 

informed about the work and their needs. 

 

2. Are you a “missions-minded” person? Do you pray for missionaries? Do you support 

missions financially? Do you ask God if He wants you to go? 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Timothy 2 


