
FAITH IS THE VICTORY 

Sunday, October 9 
 

 

[1] Encamped along the hills of light    [2] His banner over us is love 

Ye Christian soldiers rise      Our sword the Word of God 

And press the battle ere the night     We tread the road the saints above 

Shall veil the glowing skies     With shouts of triumph trod 

Against the foe in vales below     By faith they like a whirlwind’s breath 

Let all our strength be hurled     Swept on ‘o’er every field 

Faith is the victory we know     The faith by which they conquered death 

That overcomes the world      Is still our shining shield 
 

     [CHORUS] 

     Faith is the victory! 

     Faith is the victory! 

     Oh, glorious victory 

     That overcomes the world 

 

[3] On every hand the foe we find     [4] To him that overcomes the foe 

Drawn up in dread array      White raiment shall be giv’n 

Let tents of ease be left behind     Before the angels he shall know 

And onward to the fray      His name confessed in heav’n 

Salvation’s helmet on each head     Then onward from the hills of light 

With truth all girt about      Our hearts with love aflame 

The earth shall tremble ’neath our tread    We’ll vanquish all the hosts of night 

And echo with our shout      In Jesus’ conquering name 
 

    T 

John Henry Yates (1837-1900) did not have an easy life. His father was a shoemaker and his mother was a 

school teacher. As a child, he was very accident prone. At age 7 he fell down some steps and fractured his skull. 

He was unconscious for a long time but eventually recovered. Three years later during a story at sea, young 

John was thrown across the deck and broke his leg. At the age of 16 accidently fell on a double-edged knife that 

punctured his lung. For three weeks the doctors were not sure that he would live!  

 

At the age of 18, John Yates began helping his parents in the shoe business and was editor of a local paper. His 

mother began to encourage him to write poetry and his writing quickly caught on. Soon his ballads, poems, and 

songs were being printed in national magazines and being sung across the country. Despite this unexpected 

fame, John continued to work selling shoes and later hardware. He ended up managing a popular department 

store while still writing poems and songs to be published. Only later in life did he leave the retail business and 

focus on writing full time. 

 

During these years John Yates also served as a traveling preacher, sharing his faith across New York State. He 

also got married and had children. But tragedy struck again in February of 1878 when his wife and two sons all 

died from diphtheria in the same week. Though devastated, John continued writing and preaching and would 

eventually remarry. He wrote ‘Faith is the Victory’ in 1891 for evangelist D. L. Moody’s song director, Ira 

Sankey. After a life of ups and downs, John Henry Yates went to be with the Lord on September 5, 1900. His 

gravestone reads: “In Memory of the Poet-Preacher Rev. John H. Yates…Born 1837 / Died 1900…Faith is the 

Victory, Oh, Glorious Victory, That Overcomes the World.” 
 

1 John 5:3  In fact, this is love for God: to keep His commands. And His commands are not burdensome,  

4  for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even  

our faith. 5  Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Listen to ‘Faith is the Victory’ on YouTube  

@ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7me4Joq6G90 

  
1
  https://www.robertjmorgan.com/hymn-stories/faith-is-the-victory/ 


