
THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN 

Wednesday, October 5 

Reading: Joshua 5-6 
 

Joshua 5:13  Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn  
sword in His hand. Joshua went up to Him and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?" 14  "Neither," He replied,  
"but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence,  
and asked Him, "What message does my Lord have for His servant?" 15  The Commander of the LORD's army replied,  
"Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 

 

One more act of obedience needed to be dealt with before the conquest could begin. The Israelites who had left 

Egypt had been circumcised according to God’s covenant with Abraham, but they had not circumcised their 

children. Now Joshua must remedy this lack of obedience. The drying up of the Jordan put fear into the 

surrounding Canaanite people so they would not attack which gave the men time to heal. Before they begin, the 

nation celebrates the Passover using the food from the land. Only at this time does the manna they had received 

for 40 years stop because it is no longer needed. 

 

As Joshua contemplates how to approach their first major battle (Jericho), he is confronted by a Messenger from 

the Lord. Not realizing who this Warrior is Joshua asks if He is for the Israelites or for their enemies. It is then 

that he learns that this is the Commander of God’s armies and Joshua falls to the ground in reverence. The battle 

strategy given by the Commander is strange to say the least. The priests were to carry the Ark before the army 

blowing their trumpets. The rest of the army was to march one time around the city in silence for six days. On 

the seventh day, they were to march around seven times and then shout. 

 

Upon obedience to God’s instructions, God made the walls of Jericho collapse and the army rushed in to 

destroy the unprotected city. Only Rahab and her family were spared because of her faith and the protection she 

had given to the Israelite spies. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Like the Israelites, before we can do great things for God we must be sure we are living in obedience to His 

Word. God will supply the victory if we are faithful in following Him. What areas in your life might you 

need to get right with God? 

 

2. The chapter break between 5 and 6 is unfortunate for chapter 6 continues Joshua’s discussion with the 

Commander of Lord’s Army. This is none other than the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ Himself. This is shown 

when chapter 6 calls Him “the Lord.” Joshua asked if Christ was on Israel’s side or the side of their 

enemies.  Jesus replied that He did not come to take sides - - - He came to take over! If Joshua followed His 

commands, the victory would be assured. Have you allowed Christ to “take over” every part of your life? 

What areas do you still need to surrender to Him?  

 

3. When they obeyed God, the walls of Jericho (the obstacle that prevented them from conquering the city) fell 

down. What obstacles might God have to knock down in your life that is preventing you from serving Him 

with all your heart?  What might it take on your part to remove these barriers to your growth in faith? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Joshua 9-13 


